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** llie Way of Truth have I chosen : Thy Judgements 
have I set before me,'' — (Psal. cxix. 30.) 
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PRBFAOB. 



When the republication of the Autobiography of 
Joseph Dayis, contained in the following sheets, 
had been long contemplated by the Mill Yard 
-Congregation, by reason of its importance to our 
interests, and ttie extreme rarity of the book ; 
circumstances arose early in the present year, 
which rendered the reprinting inevitable; part 
thereof being applicable to proceedings in Chan- 
cery, arising out of a dispute at Natton in Glouces- 
tershire, about the coMicting claims of certain 
persons, to receive a share of the Indowment 
founded by the Mill Yard Benefactor. 

Those sheets therefore, which contain a copy of 
bis " Last Legacy " and of his Will, were handed 
to the Solicitors of the parties, and to the Chief 
Clerk; the last of whom handed tKem over to 
Yice-Chancellor Sir John Stuart, in Court, who, 
baving perused them, expressed himself deeply 
interested by that production of "no ordinary 
person " for piety and benevolence, and desired to 
purchase a copy of the whole work for himself, 
addressing the Editor by name. The Judge was 
then publicly informed, by the Editor, that the book 
could not be bought, being an unfinished repub- 
lication, intended chiefly for grataitous distribu- 
tion ; and he produced tiie rare and almost unique 
original, which the Judge carefully perused* 
Afterward the Judge characterized Joseph Davis 
as " an enthusiast " and "a man who had only 
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YIU. PSEFACE. 

one idea ; " but whether that estimate of him be 
right or wrong, the Editor confidently appeals to 
the judgement of every unprejudiced reader of 
the following pages. 

The '^ Last Legacy " of Joseph J]Ujivn was at 
first printed to be given away at his own funeral ; 
and was reprinted for distribution at Mill Yard^ 
in 1720, with some slight alterations.* To it are 
now added, — (1) Hia Will, containing his first 
legacy to the Congregation of which he was a 
a Member and Officer ; (2) An Epistle, "written, 
during his long imprisonment in Oxford Castle^ 
for nonconformity ; (3) A translation of the Par- 
don, by which he, and John Bunyan, and nearly 
500 other Nonconformists, were set free from 
various prisons ; (4) His Son's Will and Codicils, 
continuing the same liberal spirit toward hi& 

• The principal variations are as follow : — On the title- 
page, after the fourth line, is added this line, " Who 
Departed this Life Feb. 16, 170?." The last Une of the 
title is read thus : ** LONDON, Reprinted in the Year 
1720." The first paragraph of the narrative begins with 
a pronoun prefixed, thus, " I Joseph Davis," &c. The 
fourth paragraph (p. 4) reads, " and King Charles the 
First's coming to the City of Oxford, wMch he made 
his garrison." The sixth begins, " At this very time,, 
my mother lying in a languishing condition," &c. 
Many such verbal alterations occur, throughout, whicli 
seem to have been made by the Author's son. The 
original edition is, however, scrupulously followed in 
this reprint, excepting only the punctuation in some few 
places, and the correction of some erroneous figures in 
the references to Holy Scripture. The two last liiie8> 
printed in brackets at the end, (p. 41,) are added 
from the second edition, to make the conclusion 
less abrupt. Both editions are carefully preserved 
among the Mill Yard Bepords. 
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religiouB ftiends ; (5) A series of elections or ap- 
poiotaieiits of Trustees of Mill Yard, j&om the 
Ibundatioii of the Trust in 1700, during the lives 
of the first and second Joseph Davis, to the year 
1732. This last article exhihits some biographical 
facts relating to them : it also shows the true con- 
stitution and practice of tiie Trust, in its earliest 
and purest period, which have been systematically 
violated throughout the present century, in defi- 
ance of all the protests and efforts of the Mill 
Yard Congregation to the contrary. 

In the stead of prefacing this little volume with 
farther particulars respecting Joseph Davis, 
gathered from the Mill Yard Kecords, and from 
other authentic sources ; and in the stead of 
appending a considerable series of notes on his 
Autobiography and Confession; those materials 
are now reserved until a future occasion. For liti- 
gation, originated by the so called "Trustees," and 
relating to the aforementioned dispute at Natton, 
hath dragged the good name of the Mill Yard 
Congregation into the mire of that dispute, and left 
the public wrongly to infer (as it is now in- 
ferred by one or more of the public Journals,*) 
that the irregularities practised in an obscure 
village, exist also in the London Congregation; 
vLs. (1) Ministers professing to sanctify the Sab- 

♦ The following injurious misrepresentation was 
published in Tlie Momhig Star of 7 June, 1865:—' 
" Property which was intended to be used for the pur- 
" pose of spreading views such as the Founder of the 
"Charity, [Joseph Davis,] entertained, namely the 
" sanctification of Saturday in the place of Sunday as 
" the Sabbath-Day, had had the effect of inducing tlie 
*^ professors of tliose views to limit most jealously the 
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X* PBSFACE. 

bath at one place on Saturday, and preacliing for 
hire at another place on Sunday, which the Judge 
said was contrary to the Benefactor's intention; 
and (2) the equal participation of a dole'' among 
all the members ; whereupon the Judge remarked 
that the best proof of membership, where disputed, 

" number of the body, so as to prevent a competition 
"for the dole which the generosity of the founder 
" enabled the Court to provide. The body showed a 
*' gradual diminution of the numbers of the Gongre- 
**gation and members ; and, since the Scheme herein- 
*^ after mentioned came into operation, by which a dole 
** for the poor members was provided, the Congregation 
** assemblifig at Mill Yardy Whiteohapel, which together 
"with the Congregation at Natton, are the only 
*^ Sabbatarian Baptist Congregations in England, hcu 
** become a close corporation, tJie admission into which 
" is more di^ieuU tham, into one of the trading corpora- 
** tions in the city of London" The words here printed 
in italics are wholly unti^^ie. For, first, Mill Yard was 
not a party to the dispute, but did all that was possible 
and reasonable to reconcile the conflicting parties with- 
out litigation ; secondly, Hill Yard tiever did limit its 
nwnber^ and could not do so for the reason alleged, 
because it hath not and never had what the Natton 
people call " a dole "/ thirdly, no member^ or other 
person, at Mill Yard, receives a farthing from the Trust, 
except the inadequately remunerated Preacher, Clerk, 
9nd Pewopener for their services ; fourthly, Mill Yard 
never called itself " Sabbatarian," but is and always 
was a Sabbath-keeping or Seventh-Day General Baptist 
Congregation ; fifthly. Mill Yard is so far from being 
exclusive, that it welcomes and receives all baptized 
ChristiamA " wlw keep tlie Comm^andm^ntt of Ood,*'' and 
agree with it in faith, worship, and discipline ; and 
lastly, the Members at MiU Yard have used their utmost 
opportunities, abilities, and private resources^io promote 
that which the Reporter acknowledges its Trust " pro- 
perty " was publicly given to promote, but hath failed 
to promote through the unfaithfulness of others. 
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was whether the person had received money t All 
persons who know Mill Yard can testify that 
neither of those practices exists here ; and the Mill 
Yard Congregation, nnder its public seal, de- 
nounced the system of " doles," when first it was 
discovered to exist at Katton, as an abuse of the 
Trust-funds, before it was noticed by the Judge. 

But indeed, complaints of abuses of the Charity 
founded by Joseph Davis and his friends, who 
were all Members and Officers of the Mill Yard 
Congregation, are no novelty. Por, when an 
apostate Member and Trustee and the four stran- 
gers, to whom he had transferred the management 
of Mill Yard affairs in 1823, turned out the Min- 
ister, Clerk, and Congregation, and brought in a 
Calvinistic Society to occupy the Meeting-house, 
contrary to all the Trust-Deeds ; the IkQU-Yard 
Congregation, (in the stead of prosecuting the 
Intruders under the Toleration Act, as they might 
have done,) appealed to the General Board of Dis- 
senting Ministers, who discussed the matter three 
days, and decided against the Trustees and Intru- 
ders; and so it recovered possession of its own place 
of worship in 1831, after 40 weeks' usurpation by 
strangers. The wanton wrongs and outrages, 
afterward inflicted upon the Mill Yard Members, 
to accomplish (if possible) their extinction, led to 
an expensive investigation of their affairs, from 1 841 
to 1848, by the present Lord Justice Giffard, and 
other legal advisers of the Congregation, at the 
cost of tibe present Editor. At length, in 1855, 
the aid of the newly appointed Charity Commis- 
sioners was sought ; but they have neglected their 
duty of investigating the Charity, have allowed 
the " Trustees " to have their own way in every 
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respect, and have left all abuses to ripen and in- 
crease, to the present time. Tiie unwiUingnees of 
the Commissioners to do more for the Congrega- 
tion than furnish office-copies of documents, npon 
payment of fees, and to amend one word ("the'* 
into "as") in one of their Orders, leads to the far-^ 
ther necessity of invoking the aid of the Attorney 
General, to file an ex officio Information, aa the 
only hope which this oppressed Congregation hath 
of obtaining human justice. Hence, in the stead 
of the Editor's "notes" which he had prepared to 
illustrate the pages of Joseph Davis, his earliest 
communications with the Charity Commissioners, 
are now appended to the documents aforedescribed, 
to show that those complaints of abuses and 
breaches of Trust are of long standing, and that 
the recent scandals might have been prevented, if 
the Commissioners had done those public dutiea 
for which they and their Officers are paid by the 
Country. 

It ought here to be observed that the Trusts, 
of the Estates given by Joseph Davis, consist of a 
Declaration that the Mill Yard Trustees were to 
pay eight portions or annuities, of £5 each, to the 
Teachers of eight Sabbath-keeping Congregations 
then (in 1707) existing in the country, and £10 
to the Assistant Teachers* of Mill Yard; thus 
exhausting the Founder's rent-charge of £50 
created on his Manor of Maplestead.f " The over- 

* These were Preachers of First-Day Greneral Baptist 
Congregations, who occasionally preached at Mill Yard, 
in "turns" with the regular Elders or Ministers, and 
were called " our foreign helps." 

+ By the Scheme of 1823, the whole rent-charge of 
£50 was assigned to Natton ; the other country Congre- 
gations' having ceased to observe" the Seventh-Day 
Sabbath, or to exist. 
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FBEFACE; ziiL 

^'plofi of the income' and profits" wa& declared 
to be applied ''to such pions and charitable uses^ 
*' as to us or the survivors of us [the Trustees] 
'' shall seem most fit aild needful, /or promoting 
'' ilie cause of Truth, and relief of the Household 
" of Faith.' ' By these expressions they intended 
the preaching, maintaining, and circulating the 
peculiar principles of l^eir own (the Mill Yard) 
Congregation, and the support of its Ministers and 
(if any) its poor Members. This appears from the 
constant practice of the Trustees, who were all 
Members of Mill Yard, for more than a century 
(1707—1809) prior to the filing of an Information 
in the name of the Attorney General, by the 
apostate Member and Trustee, aforementioned. 
Some irregular gifts, however, made to a wealthy 
and hypocritical miser, and others, were afterward 
construed into charges, and originated the fixed 
allowances or "doles," which have already des* 
tz^yed the Calvinistic Eldon Street Congregation, 
and may eventually destroy that of Natton. Mill 
Yard had no such allowance in the Scheme. 

This leads back to the original design of the 
present publication. Eor the foremost destination 
of the overplus was The promotion of Truth ; an 
example of which is shown in the Founder's Httle 
book, now brought to light from its obscurity. 
He tells us that he had been in the habit of circu- 
lating books on the Sabbath question; and his 
own memoirs were printed to promote the same 
object, as also was the reprint of 1720. In 1724 
was printed, by order of the Mill Yard Congrega- 
tion, and at the expense of the Trust, a little 
book called "The Antient and Honorable Way 
« and Truth of God's Holy Seventh Day Sabbath." 
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XIY* PBEFACE. 

Also ia 1740 was printed, "by like order anft 
expense, our Elder Oomthwaite's unanswerable 
<' Essay on thq Sabbath." The remaining stock 
of all those books, and of other explanations and 
defences of Mill Yard principles, perished in the 
calamitous fire which consumed the Meeting- 
house, the Library, and many of the Eecords of 
' the Mill Yard Congregation, in 1790. Hence those 
books have become extremely scarce, and almost 
unknown to the public ; and it hath been deter- 
mined by the Mill Yard Members to reproditoe our 
old literature^ at the expense of those funds which 
were liberally provided for the purpose. Hitherto, 
for more than 30 years past, the Editor hath printed 
tracts and books on the Sabbath at his own expense ; 
but why should he, when there are ample funds 
applicable to this very purpose, now lying idle or 
wasted ? Some of the contemplated publications 
bear the following titles : — 

Brabourn^s Discourse of the Sabbath, &c. 
1628—1660. 

Sailer a^d Spittlehouse's Appeal to the con- 
sciences of the Chief Magistrates of these 
realms, 1657. 

The trial and martyrdom of John James, 
1661. 

The life and principal remains of Mr. 
Speaker Bampfield, 1659—1693. 

Selections from the works of his brother 
Erancis Bampfield, the martyr, 1672—1685. 

Selections from the controversial and mis- 
cellaneous works of Edward Stennett, his son 
Joseph Stennett (the poet), his grandson Dr. 
J. Stennett, and his great-grandson Dr. Samuel 
Stennett, (all Sabbath-keepers,) 1658—1790. 
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Tillam^s Present from Prison, 1683. 
Maulden's Threefold Dialogue, 1708. 
Smithes Antient and Honorable Way, 1724. 
Comthwaite's Tracts and Essay on the Sab- 
bath, 1730 — 1740 ; and other his writings. 

Select writings of Edward Elwall, 1724 — 
1744. 

Annals of the Sabbath-keeping Congrega- 
tions in London, 1654 — 1869. 

Lays and Legends of Mill Yard, 1661 — 

1869 ; (of. which a Specimen Sheet is, for 

urgent reasons, appended to this publication,) 

and various other pieces. 

There are also Hymn-Books, Tracts, and other 

publications, required to be printed, or reprinted, 

for use in and by the Mill Yard Congregation. 

Por the production of all which there is, or ought 

to be, an ample provision of funds, arising from 

the benefaction of our ever memorable brother, 

Joseph Davis. 

W. H. BLACK, r.S.A., 

The Editor. 

Mill Yard, London, (E.) 
8 June, 1869. 

P.S. — Since this Preface was written, the Editor 
of The Morning Star hath inserted a long letter 
from me, in his paper of the 9th instant, on the 
subject of the note at pages ix. — ^x. — "W. H. B. 
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THE 

OF 

Mr. Joseph Davis Sen^. 

BEING 
I A Brief Account of the most ma-l 
terial Circumstances of his Lifel 
and Profession. 

Presented 

|To his Dear Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, to be read and perused fori 
their Encouragement in Duty, andf 
Imitation of Piety, in order to thej 
Enjoyment of a Heavenly Life E- 
temally. 

Tko* he be dead^ yet speaketh, Heb. 11. 4. 



\You have Moses and the Prophets, if they hear nofl 
them, neither tinU they he persuoaded tM one roset 
from the dead, Lnke 16. 31. 



LONDON, Printed in the Year 1707. 
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THE 

last 3mn 

OF 

Mr. Joseph Davis Sen. 
DECEASED. 



J08EPII DAVIS Senior, was bom at Chip- 
ping-Norton, a Corporation in the County of 
Oxford^ the latter end oi August, 1627. 

My Pather Mr. John Davis, who had been for a 
long time a Burgess and Chief Magistrate of the 
aforesaid Corporation, and was in those Days 

Kicknamed a Pwritan, brought up his Children 
a2 
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4 THE LAST LEGACY OF 

(considering the Darkness of those tunes) Eeligi- 
ously ; which by the effectual Working of the 
Spirit of God, wrought his Fear in me in my 
Childhood, so as to shun and hate bad Company 
of my Bank, and also (as well as I could in that 
Estate of Childhood) to seek to my Creator in 
Prayer privately. 

In Bishop Laud^s time, many of the best 
Preachers being silenc'd, I was drawn forth to 
thirst after their Ministry ; and upon the First Day 
in the Afternoon (called Sunday) I used frequent- 
ly, with others, to go to hear those that wer& 
accounted the best and most profitable Preachers, 
who at the beginning of the Civil "War were nick- 
named BrownistB, and afterwards Roundheads. 

My Father, inclining to take the ParlLament'» 
side, after Edgehill Fight, and that King Charles 
the First came to the City of Oxford^ and made it 
his Garrison, was forced to leave his Shop and 
House for fear of Imprisonment. 

My Mother lying at that time in a languish- 
ing Condition, the King's Soldiers came in the> 
middle of the Night, and broke open our Shop, and 
took away all our most valuable goods; and I 
praying them to be merciful, they put a Pistol to 
my Breast, threatning to shoot me. 

Some time after a Man andAYoman came witi^ 
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JOSEPH DAYIS, SENIOB. 

a pretended Commission from Oxfordy to cany all 
away, but the God of Justice stirred up the People 
to do Justice u])on them, and prevented them from 
committing that Barbarity at that time; but a 
little after they came with a Troop of Robbers, 
and took away all; so that Father, Sons, and 
Daughter, were forced to fly to Warwick^ the next 
Oarrison, and there live upon the spend. 

Some time after Mr. Francis CoolUngy a Mercer 
at Coventryy seeing me, took a liking to me, to 
whom I was put Apprentice, and served Nine 
Years : when I had served about Pour Tears, he 
€et me to keep a Shop for him at Sales Oioin in 
Worcester-sMre. 

At which Place God wrought so effectually 
upon my Soul, that the love of God and Christ 
•caused me to thirst after Heavenly and Divine 
Enjoyments ; and the Country being barren of the 
true Professors of the Gospel-Religion, I thought 
the time long till I returned to Coventry ^ where I 
liaving received light into the Ordinance of Bap- 
tism, was (as a Believing Repenting Disciple) 
thought worthy to pass under that Glorious (tho* 
T)y many so much despised) Ordinance. 

i was no sooner Baptized {%. e. according to 
the proper Signification of the word. Dipped) but I 
was despised by all the Pamily ; and fell under 
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6 THE LAST LEGACY OF 

great Trials npoa the account of the Unfaithful- 
ness, of wff". B. my Pellow-Servant, and then 
Head-Apprentice^ who used to Purloyn from our 
Master; which was discover'd by our Mistress's 
secretly laying Ten Shillings as a Trap in an open 
Place : upon which he was put into the Constable's 
HandSy and after his Pather had satisfy'd the 
Bond given for his Truth, he was turned out of 
Doors, and went to London, The Beproach that 
this raised on the Professors of that Holy Beligion 
he pretended to, and the Occasion of Insulting 
that it gave to its Adversaries, was very grievous 
unto me, so that it was ready to break my Heaii;, 
and my Trouble on that Account was visible in 
my Countenance. I was also so shaken and weak 
ia my Mind, that I was even ready to fall ; and 
had not everlasting Arms been underneath to 
uphold me, and Integrity aod Uprightness preser- 
ved me, I had fallen. 

My Master made use of this my Disorder, to 
endeavour to try me, and appointed a Presbyterian 
Minister to come to a Neighbouring Alderman's 
House, to discourse with me, but Jehyoah made 
me to stand. I was also appointed to wait on the 
said Minister another time, which I did, and sin,- 
<cerely told him, I could not in my Conscience 
deny and turn from the Truth I owned; and my 
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JOSEPH DATIS| SENIOE. 7 

God 80 moderated him, that lie said he would not 
persuade me against my Consciencei and so dis- 
missed me. 

By the Eich Grace of God I was enabled to 
bear all the Scorns and Frowns of my Master ; 
and the Fear of God caused me to be much more 
Faithful aud Diligent in his Business; tho' I 
having sometimes Leisure time, had usually my 
Bible by me, aud looking into God's Holy "Word, 
one time especially, my Master found me Beading, 
and thus rebuked me, saying. You study Dunce, 
but you will proceed a Block-head one of these 
Days. 

Through Bich Grace I was not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, nor of his poor despised People ; 
and, in order to provoke the Professors of this 
present Day to Love and good "Works, bear with 
me, to acquaint those to whom these may come, 
with my Practice at that time. 

Upon the weekly day of Publick "Worship, 
which I then owned, I and several others rose 
early in the Morning, and met together, to pray 
and confer about the things of God, in order to 
help each other forward in our Christiau Bace. 
This we did till Church-Worship began ; and the 
same Improvement of our time, we made in the 
intervals of time, after Dinner, till the beginning 
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of the Aftemoon Worship, and at the End of the 
Afkemoon Worship, we repeated the same Exercise, 
and continued it until Seven or Eight of the Clock. 
Oh ! That before I die, I might see and hear 
the Emit of such Zeal, Liveliness, and thorow 
Godliness in Professors. This Word is too much 
verified; The full Soul hatha the Sony Comh 
There wants a spiritual Hunger in the Saints, I 
mean the Primitive Appetite, such as J)avid had : 
My Soul hngeth for God, when shall I oj^pear lefore 
him ? Such as I know to have been in those Chosen 
out of the World, and that closed with precioua 
Jesus, in that time when the l^ation was delivered 
from much Superstition ; at what time the Glory- 
began to depart. But I live in the Eaith, and 
shall die in the Eaith, that it shall return, when 
the Spirit is poured from on High, the Wilderness 
become a fruitful Field, and the true Church 
Jermalem^ be the Praise of the whole Earth, an 
Eternal Excellency, and the Joy of many Gene- 
rations. 

After some time I purposed to alter my Con- 
dition; and my Conscience and Judgment, according 
to God's Holy Word, directing me to a Yertuous 
Woman, I entered into a Married State with Mrs. 
SUsuibeth Wright^ Sister to Mr. Stephen Wright 
of Daventreey in J^orthampton* Shire, about the 
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Year 1655; by whom I obtained, as the Gift of 
'Qody Four Children, which have all been removed 
from me, by Death, but my Son Joseph, whom 
the Lord hath made a Staff to me, in my Old Age, 
and who is in the same Christian Communion 
with me, keeping the Commandments of God, and 
the Faith of Jesus. 

But how may it be set down as Matter of 
Lamentation, that the Holy Seed do frequently 
intermingle themselves in Marriage, with the Sons 
and Daughters of Men, being much degenerated 
from their Primitive Estate, like the Old World ; 
Gen. 6. that perished with the Wicked, the Flood 
carrying them all away. So will the Day of the 
liord be by Fire that shall bum like an Oven ; 
Ma, A. 

I shall leave this Testimony for my Brethren 
to consider of, that have, or do Marry strange 
Wives. God's Word forbids such Marriages, as 
where Persons are Idolaters, and are not in the 
Pure Worship of God, Gen. 6. 2, 10. ^ara 9. 12. 
2 Cor. 6. 14, 15, 16, 17. That are Unbelievers, 
Ungodly, Unrighteous, that do not take Christ's 
Yoke upon them, but are Sons and Daughters of 
Selialy that will live without Government, and so 
•cannot be said to be in the Lord ; 1 Cor. 7. 39. 

Such in Scripture-Sense, may be called Brothers 
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and Sisters, that are Doers of Christ's Will; Mdit. 
12. 60. And St. Paul saith, 1 Cor. 9. 6. Have 
not we (including the rest of tho Saints) Power 
to lead about a Sister, a Wife Sfo, ? They have 
Liberty no farther. 

I had been Married but a few Years, but the 
Sins and Divisions among the Congrogations, and 
Professing Party, made way for what foUow'd; 
the Correspondence and [Confederacy generally of 
those called Presbyterians, with those that carried 
on the Interest of King Charles tho Second. After 
Oliver OromwelPs Death, most of the Yilost and 
Loose Profane Gentry and Papists associated in 
many of the Coimtios otEnglandy and made Hos- 
tile Preparations, to have violently wrested tho 
Power out of the Army's Hands; but by th© 
Vigilancy of those in Power, their Designs were 
broken in most Counties. 

However, in Lancaahire^ Sir Oeorge Booihf a 
Presbyterian, in Conjunction with Papists, and 
other Persons disaffected to the Government, rose 
in Arms, and became very formidable: which 
occasioned the March of Lieutenant General Zerm- 
lerti and the Army under him, that way, by 
whom they were soon Bouted and dispersed ; and 
Booth himself, effeminately disguised in Woman's 
Apparel, designed to make the best of his way* for 
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London; but going to a Barber's to be Sbaved, 
th^t he might not be suspected to be a Man, lie 
was discovered and apprehended at Newport-Pan- 
nel, and carried to the Tower ; which should be a 
"Wanung to such for the Future, not to joyn in 
any such Actions, with such as fear not the Lord. 
After Lambert and his Army had gain'd the 
Tictory over the other Party, they made such 
Proposals to the Parliament, who gave them their 
Commissions, that so offended them, and created 
in them so great Jealousies one of another, that 
^ing ChmMe Priends made Advaatage of it, 
Pishing in these troubled Waters. Lieutenant 
General MonU being put into Government, and 
left by Oliver in Scotland (when Oliver followed 
King Charles to Worcester, and Eouted his whole 
Army) lay as a Fox in Scotland; and by the Help 
of the Presbyterians, strengthened and so modelled 
his Army, Cashiering and Imprisoning those 
honest Officers and Soldiers, that might stand in 
the way of his Designs ; that he took Confidence 
to march ont of Scotland toward London, with 
lying deceitful Pretences, as if his main Design 
was to stand by the Parliament then, in Opposi- 
tion to the Council of State and Army. Lambert 
trent down against him, but did not prosper, 
ithe Parliament were so against Lambert, and the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 tCHE LAST LEGACY OF 

Army, that they would grant no Money; %y a 
divine Hand they were dispirited, and made in- 
sufficient to oppose the Progress of MonL the 
Tide now running strongly for the Accomplish- 
ment of the Almighty's Purposes, for the Punish- 
ment of all sorts of Professors, in that God had 
put a Prize into their Hands, and they wanted a 
Heart to do and perform these good things for God 
and the People, to whom they had promised, con- 
tenting themselves to live at Ease and Pleasure. 
The City Presbyterians were of his Cabinet- 
Council; and when the Army removed remote 
from London, and a Lieutenancy and Justices 
were put in of his Stamp, then he dissembled his 
[Designs no longer, but sends for Xing Charles the 
Second. The Presbyterian Preachers Ushering 
him in as a King in Covenant, without asking 
Counsel of God, or Exercising their Eeason : The 
sensible Smart of which, the Sincere, Zealous, 
Paithful Saints, both in Scotland and here in 
Unghnd, have felt both in their Bodies and Minds ; 
which leads me to the suffering Part I met with. 
About the Time he entered London, I was ille- 
gally seized by the County-Troops, and carried a 
Prisoner seven Miles from my Habitation and 
Calling, to Burford, and there detained two Days, 
being oftentimes tempted to drink the King's 
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Health ; bat I, out of Conscience^ refused so vain 
an. Action, tho' it began to be very much the Cus- 
tom of the Time. 

My second Imprisonment was after Tenner's 
unlawful Insurrection ; when the Militia of the 
County, Horse and Foot, were raised for suppress- 
ing an Insurrection of less than Fourty Men; 
which when they had, by their unequal Force, 
overpower'd; and those that were left alive of 
this small Party, being in their Custody, a Troop 
of Horse, and some Companies of Militia, came 
en the Seventh Day in the Evening to our Town, 
and Mr. Jloard, one of the Captains of the County- 
Troops, came to my Shop, asking my ITame, and 
demanding Arms, and rudely made me Prisoner 
for nothing ; put me into the Custody of a Soldier, 
who presently carried me to the Inn : my House 
was rifled; his Soldiers took away my Goods 
feloniously ; and all Night I was kept there from 
my "Wife and Children, and till Sunday towards 
Evening; until the Lord Leiutenant Faulkland 
came, who when he had vented his malitious 
"Words against me, for my discovering of his being 
formerly in BootKe Plot, against the then Go- 
vernment ; he tender'd the Oath of Allegiance to 
me, which I did not refuse ; and then demanded 
the good Behaviour (which they interpreted going 
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to any seperate Assembly, for the sake of BeligionB 
Worsliip, would be the Breach of ) which Arbi- 
trary Demand I refdsed, and was kept all 
Night, until Mnnday, when I was sent to Oxford 
Castle, with others of my honest Ifeighbonrs, un- 
til the Xent- Assizes, when no Matters being 
alledged against ns, we were privately released 
by the Lord Lieutenant. 

In January^ the Tear following, one Worge^ a 
Constable, as he said, had verbal Order from the 
Lord Fmlklandf to take me np again, and cany 
me to Oxford; which he did accordingly, and 
that with such a Guard, as if I had been ft 
Criminal, although without any Warrant of Com- 
mitment, and delivered me a Prisoner to the 
Goaler, where I was detained tiU the Lent-Assizes, 
and obtained to be called. 

The Judge would know what I was committed 
for; and after I had opened the Case to him, he 
rejply'd, I must not interfere with the Lord Lieu- 
te^umfs Power; and so I was remanded back to 
Prison untiU the Summer-Assizes (in doing which 
he acted contrary to his Commission and Oath.) 
But then the Judge being juster than the other, 
Beleased me ; my Lord Faulkland^ my Adversary, 
b^ing Sununoned by Death to the great TribunaL 

The next Spring I was committed to Prison by 
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Sir Thomas PennUon^ Depnty Lieutenant, upon 
the same account : Where I remained in Prison 
ahout Two Years, and I appearing in Court, 
where he was present, told him before the Judge 
of the Sessions, that the English Laws were ten- 
der of Mens Liberty, not to keep them always, 
nor so long in Prison, altho' I had given a legal 
Occasion for the JBehamaur to be required ; Whereas 
I had broken no Law, nor was charged with any 
by my Commitment. He said, that indeed should 
have been; and they whispering together, maHti- 
ously tendred the Oath of Allegiance. I answered 
themi, I had taken it already : And there being 
no new Matter against me, they might do it ad 
infinitum^ and I could not in Conscience do it. 
But however in a few Sessions they Prsemunir'd 
me, which in Severity is the Loss of all my Goods 
and Chatties, and Lnprisonment during the King's 
Pleasure: A frightful Sentence, had not my God 
restrained the Execution, and fortify'd me by his 
Grace, with Patience, Courage and Kesolution. 

The Proud "Waves had then gone over my 
Soul ; for thereby my Dear Wife, who had the 
Encumbrance of my Shop, and three Children 
lying upon her hands, now despaired of my 
Liberty, and of her enjoying the Assistance and 
Comfort of a Husband she intirely loved; and 
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that whicli hightned my Affliction, she fell into* 
a deep Consumption, of which she languished 
above two Years. During which time her AfEec- 
tions carry'd her sometimes beyond her Ability^ 
to see me, when she was so weak I was forced to 
carry her up Stairs in my Arms. But when she 
was near her End, by the means of his Lady's 
Midwife, he ordered me so much Liberty in the 
Year 1665, that I had the Opportunity to see her 
last End, and dispose of my House and Shop- 
Goods, and put my Children out to Nurse. After 
which I returned again to Prison as ordered. I 
may say with the Psalmist, Fsal. 129. 2. Mdny^ 
a time from my Youth up have they afflicted me, i^c. 

But Keader, behold in this Year 1706, 1 live,., 
and his Grace has been sufficient for me; by which 
my Soul has been upheld in Life. It was my Joy 
that I was accounted worthy to suffer for the- 
Cause of Christ, and by my Constancy many of 
my Brethren waxed more bold, and the feeble 
Hands were made strong, as God had promised 
Jeremiah in Prison, Jer, 33. 3. So he also ful- 
filled the same to me, shewing me great and. 
wonderful things out of his Word. 

He made known unto me what I knew not,, 
even his holy Sabbath, the only Day he hath com* 
manded for weekly Worship: he fulfilled his. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JOSEPH DATES, SSITIOB. 17 

Promise, and wrote his Law in my Heart, Eeh 
8. 10. as well as in his holy Writ; and through 
Grace I was not rebellious, nor turned away my 
Ear, but presently purposed to be in the Practice 
of God's holy Seventh-day Sabbath. 

I also acquainted one Mr. Coleman with the 
Light that was given me by the Word and Spirit 
into my TTnderstandiug, and he confessed it was 
the same with him ; and the next Sabbath we kept 
that sanctified time jointly together .- Gen. 2. 2. 
JSxod. 20. 10. And I had that Word made good 
to me, Isa. 64. 5. Se meeteth those that rejoyce 
and work Righteousness, that remember him in his 
ways. 

O how sweet is his Divine Presence! And 
how profitable are his Ordinances! So that 
Christ's Spouse saith ; I sat under his Shadow with 
great Delight, and his Fruit was sweet to my Taste, 
2 Cant. 3. 

The holy Scriptures of the Old Testament are 
express for the Seventh-day-Sabbath ; the Beasons 
urged by the Lord, JSxod. 20. 10. his Promises 
in his holy Prophets to those that purely keep it, 
Im. 56. 2. the Threatnings against the Breakers 
thereof, Jer. 17. 27. are express; and the iU Con- 
sequences that have attended many of the Preachers 
of it down, as to their Persons aad Frames of 
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Spirit ; And the Absurdities that they have ran 
into, hare been many and grievous, whereby they 
have shaken and do endanger the Christian Beli- 
gion, make a very small Bible, and give Counten- 
ance to the Anti-ehristian Enemies to make 
Alterations in Matters of Worship, where tiie only 
Wise Gk>d, and the Great Sigh Priest Christ Jesus, 
and his holy Apostles, who did not shun to de- 
clare the whole Counsel of God, never made any. 
Eeader, if thou art of a different Judgment, 
search the Scriptures of the New Testament, as 
these noble Christians did. Acts 17. 11. and you 
will find, Mat. the ^A, Christ confirming the 
whole moral Law, until Heaven and Earth pass 
away, every Jot and Tittle, and consequently the 
Seventh-day-Sabbath in Hie heart of the Ten 
Commandments ; and commanding his Disciples, 
Mat. 24. That after his Death, 4. e. at the 
Destruction of Jerusalem, they should pray that 
their Flight might not be in the Winter, nor on 
the Sabbath-day. The Eighteousness of Zechariaa 
«adMt%abethy Luke 1. is declared in walking in 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of tbe 
Lord blameless. The Acts of the Apostles plain- 
ly shew their Yeneration for the Sabbath, and its 
Observation, Acts 13. 42, 44. ch. 15. 21. oh. 16. 
13. oK 17. 2. And St. Paul in his Epistle to th^ 
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Momans, ch. 3. 3. says, Do we mafte void the Law 
through Faith? Oodforhid; We establish the Law, 
And in like manner, James 2. 10. "Whosoever shaU 
keep the whole Law, and offend in one Point, is 
guilty of all. The Beason follows ; He tbat by 
liis own Yoice speaks any of them, speaks every 
one of the Ten Commandments. You that weekly 
profane the Sabbath of the Lord, I eiiall present 
you with an Instance eminently remarkable touch- 
ing the Sabbath. 

The Information following I received from 
John Rutland, a Christian of good Credit, now 
living at Woodbridge in Suffolk, who saw and 
^pake with the Widow- Woman, the Subject of 
the following Eelation, and had the Belation from 
her own Mouth, within this two Years, he having 
before heard it from his own Father, and Mr. 
John Belcher, 

A certain sincere Christian Woman, a Widow, 
living at BurweU in the County of Cambridge, had 
been many Years afflicted with a Bheume in her 
Eyes, agamst which all means she used proved 
ineflTectual; so that at length she became quite 
blind. She having some Scruple in her Consci- 
ence concerning the Seventh-day-Sabbath, kept 
a Day of Easting and Prayer on that account, and 

desired of Gk)d, that if the Seventh-day were his 
b2 
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Sabbath, that he would gire her so her Sight, 
that she might have his Word as a Token of it ; 
and made this Promise or Yow to the Lord, that 
she woold for eyer after observe and keep it. It 
happened that the Night following, as she lay in 
her Bed, and her Daughter a Girl of about eleven 
Tears old by her, she heard as she thought an 
articulate Voice, saying three times, "Wash your 
Eyes in nothing but Water. Unto which she 
answered with an audible Voice, Lord, at thy 
Command I will wash my Eyes in nothing but 
Water; her Daughter also hearing that Voice. 
Whereupon in the Morning she bid her Daughter 
to bring her some Water, which she did, and 
washing her Eyes therewith, she went out of her 
Door, which looked towards Sopham^ about two 
Miles off, and said to her Daughter, I see Sopham^s 
two Churches, which stand together ; and could 
also after see very well to read in a Bible : And 
being fully convinced of the Truth of the Sabbath, 
she hath kept it according to the Commandment 
ever since. Tho' 'tis about forty Years since this 
Miracle was wrought; yet, as was said before, 
it is not two Years since Mr. Jutland received 
the Account from her own M6uth. 

I shall also further relate how the Lord mskes 
known himself and the Truth of his Holy Sabbath 
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by his Judgments he hath executed upon pre- 
sumptuous Sabbath- Breakers, that have acted 
contrary to their Light and Conmence^ wherein 
Omnipotency hath appeared to withstand them as 
he did Balaam, 

A Eelation of this I can give of my own 
Knowledge, and known to many others now living. 
In the Case of Mrs. Mary Bailey^ who after the 
Decease of her Husband, took a Shop in the 
House of a certain Person, who made less account 
of Religion than Interest, who very industriously 
prest her to forego the Observation of the Seventh- 
day Sabbath, which she had for many Years 
religiously and knowingly observed. These Sol- 
icitations coming at a time of great Affliction, 
being immediately after the Death of her Hus- 
band, and a Eemove from a plentiful Provision, 
to take the Charge of her self and two Children, 
and no doubt back'd by the Grand Adversary of 
Mankind, so far prevailed upoa her, she being of 
a melancholy Constitution, as to despair of a 
Sufficiency of Family-Provision, if she shut up 
her Shop on the Seventh-day Sabbath, and pre- 
sumed upon this Text, Tltat God required Merey 
rather Hftn Sacrifice^ bid her elder Son to open 
the Shop on the Sabbath-day; which although 
he was then but young, being about ten Years of 
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Age, lie refused, and desired her to forebear with 
Tears. But her Landlord still urged her to pro- 
ceed, she notwithstandin g, -but with great Re- 
luctancy, either opened her self, or got it opened 
by some body else; and kept it open one whole 
])ay, and about Evening was taken very ill, went 
home ill in Body, and troubled in her Mind for 
her presumptuous acting against her Conscience, 
and Distrust of God's good Froyidence ; and told 
those about her, and several very worthy Persons, 
and also my self, that came to see her, that she 
should certainly die that time, for her Offence : 
And being asked how she knew, she answered, 
the Great God had told her so. And accordingly 
after an Illness of about five or six Days, during 
several of which she was speechless, yet sensible 
to the last ; She expired contritely penitent, yet 
quiet and serene, giving Signs, tho' speechless, to 
the Standers by, that she was very well satis&ed 
that Grod had pardoned her Sin, and that she was 
well reconciled to the Will of God, her Death ; 
leaving behind her two Sons, to the Conduct of 
that Providence alone when she was dead, which 
she could not be content to trust to Providence 
and her own Care while alive ; both w}iioh are 
now living. 

You who profess to worship God after the way 
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of the Chnrcli of Ilnglandy and say expresl j and 
jointly in repeating that which is called the Divine 
Service^ in repeating the Ten Commandments by 
the Minister, respond at the Fourth Command- 
ment, and say, and that with a seeming Devotion, 
Lord ha/ve Mercy upon u$, and incline our Hearts 
to keep this Law ; and at the same time have the 
Day before, and intend the next Betnm of the 
Lord's Seventh-Day Sabbath, to profane it, and 
make it a Common Working-Day, How does yonr 
Practice give the Lye to yonr Profession ? You 
seperate ^m, and Condemn the Papists, and yet 
in this, and other things, practice their Traditions. 
But hear what the Spirit saith, Bev. 18. 4. 

And those also of the Presbyterian and Inde- 
pendent Perswasion, whose Brethren, in their 
Writings, have so honourably and plainly con- 
firmed the lioral-Law, whereof the seventh Day 
is the Substance of one of the Commdadments, 
would do well to consider what daring Boldness 
is it and UnfaithMness in you, who profess to be 
the Lord's Ministers and Embassadors, to say the 
seventh Day-Sabbath is changed to tibe first Day ? 
How are you accountable for the Error of those 
who pin their Paith on your Sleeves, and take it 
for Truth, when there is no Truth in it? Is it 
not your professed Principle, that there is a 
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Sufficiency in the Holy ScriptnreB, to instruct and 
direct, in Matters of Divine- Worship, able to 
make wise to Salvation, through Faith ? You do, 
by what you say, and practise, add and diminish 
from God's Word, which he forbids, Deut, 4. 2. 
and is like to be dangerous to you, Prov, 30. 6. 
Add not to his Word, least he reprove you, Sfc. 
and to your Shame you be found Liars, and with- 
out Repentance, Matt, 5. 19. You be counted 
least in the Kingdom of Hea/oen, Mind what the 
Spirit saith, Eev. 22. 18, 19. God shall add unto 
him all those Plagues written therein, that adds 
to his Word ; and those that take away from his 
Word, God will take away his Part out of the 
Book of Life, and out of the Holy City ; and you, 
in doing this, will lose the Comfort of what is in 
God's Holy Book. 

I hope the Time is near, when a new Heart 
shall be given, and a new Spirit put into the 
Saints, that shall cause them to walk in his ways ; 
when, in that Day of his Power, his People shall 
be all Willingness, and not willingly nor wilfully 
ignorant. According to Isa, 2. 2, 3. many People 
shall go and say. Come let us go up to the Moun- 
tain of the Lord, the House of the God of Jacoby 
for he will teach us of his Ways, and we will 
walk in his Paths, for the Law shall go out of 
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Siofif Mieah 4. 1, 2. I am indined to think, that 
the Punishments the Nations are under, are of the 
Lord, in that he Assembles the !King;doms, and 
calls for a Waiting upon him, Zeph, 3. 8, 9. and 
that those dreadful Judgments will make way 
for the pouring forth of the Spirit, and that Bles- 
sed Day longed for, when Gk)d will turn to his 
People a pure Language, to serve him with one 
Consent. The Lord Complains of the Professors 
of that Day, in that he had written to them the 
Great Things of his Law, Sbseah 8. 12. but they 
set light by it, and had no Esteem for it. 

I wrote formerly to some Eminent Preachers 
about this City, when I have heard they have 
Preached about the Pourth Commandment, and 
expected they would not do the Seventh-Day 
Sabbath any Service, but rather dis-service, by 
darkening the Counsel of God therein, with their 
own Words; but could not prevail with them to 
desist, or to come to me, to discourse of what 
might be for each of our Goods. Holy Job was 
of another Mind, he would not despise the Cause 
of his Man-servant, or Maid-servant, when they 
Contended with him. A known Priend did so 
far appear to shut his Eyes from the Lord's 
Sabbath ; that when I would have given him a 
Book that might have been helpful to him therein, 
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he refds'd it, shewing such Aversnees to it, that 
he would not condescend to take it to read. The 
Lord change his Mind. But to return to my 
Matter, pag. 29. [=rl7, ante,'] 

When I had been in my Tribulation ten Days, 
«. e. Prisoner ten Years, or near upon, and the 
Counsel of the Lord had tried me, the Sing sent 
and loosed my Bands, and the Euler of the People 
let me go free, without any Snare laid before me ; 
besides, during my Confinement, my Aunt, who 
Hved in the same Town, left me all she had, 
which was about an hundred Pounds, which en- 
abled me to become a Purchaser in Co-partnership, 
which after my Enlargement, I seperated from 
them that purchased with me, and Let it out. 

After that, I came for London, and after some 
time, sent for my Children up too, but could not, 
for some time, fall into any Employment, tho' I 
sought very carefrdly after it ; at length, by the 
Direction of Gk)d's Providence, I set up the 
Trade of a Linnen-Draper, beginning first in a 
Garret, and afterwards I made use of a middle 
Eoom, till at length the Providence of God direct- 
ing, I took a Shop in the Little Mtnories. I^ot 
long after my Marriage with Anm Saunders, one 
that kept the Commandments of God, and the 
Testimony of tTesus, whom God gave to me as a 
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BlesBizig, daring the Space of thirty Yean, tho' 
most of that time she was weak and sickly ; by 
. whom I had one Son, which lived six Months, 
and a Daughter still Bom ; bnt it hath pleased 
God, a Year since, to release her from her Pains, 
and take her to that State, where the Wicked 
cease from Troubling, and the Weary are at 
Best. 

But according to the Word, Job 5. 7. Man is 
Bom to trouble, as the Sparks to fly upward: 
tho' I was setled in very good Business, it was 
not eight Years e're a General Storm arose, that 
affected all the Dissenters in most Parts of this 
Kation, that were faithful and oouragious in their 
holy Profession : The Enemy taming the Laws 
made against Papists upon the Dissenters, of 
which I had my Share, being Pined 20/. per 
Month, I being taken at three Meetings. 

The forward Persecutors af&ighting liie Peace- 
Oficers with Threats, to make Distress upon my 
Goods, came upon the Sabbath-Evemng to break 
open my Shop, and had almost effected it, but 
lefri off; whether it were that my Family's being 
a singing while they were doing it, or some other 
powerfril Conyiction, or that Mr. Tamliaan Nailing 
up the Windows, almost broken open, with some 
long Nails, prevented them, I do not determine ; 
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however they gave over for that time. But I 
being informed, by a Neighbour, that they intended 
to come the next Week with the Trained-Bands, 
to make a Spoil, and Prey, of what I had ; I 
suddenly removed my Goods from my House, and 
Shop, into the City, and made Sale of them ; and 
I, and my Wife, went and lived privately, some 
Years, until God stay'd his rough Winds, in the 
Day of his East-winds, and King JcmM ascended 
the Throne, Declaring for Liberty of Conscience. 

After which, I had a Mind to leave my Lodg- 
ings, and take a House, and Shop, which I was 
directed to, by Divine Providence, where I have 
now lived near twenty Years, in a prosperous 
Condition ; and since, my Heart hath been drawn 
forth, to do something for the Pure Worship of 
my Lord and Saviour, it is visible, and manifest, 
than Outward Blessings have been poured on me 
plentifully; and the Envy of those in my own 
Country bespeaks, as if Gt>d had sent me, as a 
Joseph, to do something for the Cause of Religion, 
at present, and for the Future, which of his Good- 
ness, I have lived in some Measure to accomplish. 

The next Work I have to do, is to leave behind 
me, a sincere Declaration of my Faith, which is 
as foUows. ' 

I. I believe there is but One GK>d the Father, 
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of whom are all things, 1 Oor. 8. 6. J^h, 4. 6. that 
hath the Heaven for his Throne, I»a, 66. 1. that is 
inyisible, no Eye hath seen him by a Natural 
Sight, Col 1. 15. 1 Tim, 1. 17. Tlnchangeable, 
Mai. 3. 6. Filling Heaven and Earth, Jer. 23. 24. 
that will be worshiped in Spirit and in Tmth, 
John 4. 24. without such bodily Farts, as in the 
Holy Scriptures he is Metaphorically Expressed 
by, as Eyes, Hands, Arms, Legs, Sfc. That he 
is the only Wise God, 1 Tim, 1. 17. Almighty, 
and Alsufficient, Gen, 17. 1. Glorious in Holiness, 
Fearful in Praises, doing Wonders, Exod. 15. 11. 
2. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things, and we by him, 1 Cor, 8. 6. 
which was made Flesh, 1 John 1. 2. Bom of the 
Virgin Mary^ who took our humane Nature upon 
him, and in all things made like unto us (Sin only 
excepted) Heb, 4. 15. was Baptized when about 
30 Years of Age, to fulfil all Righteousness^ Matth. 
3. 15. which is a sufficient Testimony against 
Infant-Baptism, as not required nor necessary. He 
came not into the World to do his own Will, but 
the Will of his Father that sent him, John 6. 38. 
By whom is Immortality ^ and Life eternal brought 
to light by the Gospel^ 2 Tim. 1. 10. Prophesied of, 
Isa, 9. 6. That he should be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor y the Mighty God, the Ecerlastiry Father ; 
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And wi whom are hid all th$ Treasures of Wisdoni 
and Knowledge^ Col. 2. 3. In wliom the Godhead 
is said to dwell hodihf, Col. 2. 9. And hath in 
these last times spoken unto tis hy his Son^ whom he 
hath appointed Heir of all things^ hy whom he 
madetJ^Worldy&G.SehA.^yS, JFho heiny in the 
Form of God, thought it no Rohhery to he equal 
with God,Yhjl, 2. 6, 11. And that every Tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the 
Glory of God the Father, And tJuit all Men should 
honour the Son as they honour the Father ^ John 5. 
23. "Who was prophesied of, Isa, 63. to suffer in 
our stead ; God laid on him the Iniquities of us 
all ; Se was wounded for our Iniquities, and died 
the just for the unjust, to hring us unto God, 1 Pet. 
3. 18. JBy whom we have Redemption through his 
Blood, the great Blessing of Forgiveness of Sins, 
Eph. 1. 7. in the Gospel-way of Faith and sincere 
Eepentance : For there is no other Name given 
under Heaven hy which we must he saved, hut hy 
the 'Nome of Jesus, Acts 4. 12. 

3. Iheliove the Holy Spirit to he Eternal, 
Seh, 9. 14. Proceeding from God ; his powerful 
Operations manifested in Quickning, Rom, 8. IL 
in Renewing, John 6. 63. 1 Pet, 3. 18. Changing 
and hegetting Sinners, and sanctifying- them, 1 
Cor, 6. 11. 2 Cor, 3. 1&. Enlivening, strengthniug, 
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eiilightningy comfortrng, and establishing all tnie 
sincere BelieTerSy and searcheth all things, even 
the deep things of Qod, 1 Cor. 2. 10. Eph. 3. 16. 
John 14. 26. I shall conclude these Articles in 
commending to yon this Seripture, 1 John 5. 7. 
Th^e are three thathear Record in JBTea/ven^ the Father y 
the Word, and the Spirit, and these three are one, 

4. Concerning Justification, I belieye, according 
to the Holy Scriptures, that the Saints are justified 
by Faith, Bom. 5. 1. As an Act of Free Grace, 
not of Merit ; Rom, 3. 24. Being justified freely 
through hie Qraeey through the Redemption that is 
in Jesus Christ ; which was wrought by the Death 
and Sufferings, and Resurrection of blessed Jesus ; 
Rom, 4. 25. Foretold by the Prophet, Isa, 52. 11. 
Jews and Gentiles are by one God so justified : 
the Circumcision by Faith, and the Uncircum- 
cision through Faith, Rom, 3. 30. And the 
Scripture foreseeing that God would justify the 
Heathen through Fdth, preached before the 
Gospel unto Abraham, Gal. 3. 8, 24. By the Merits 
of the Lord Jesus all that believe are justified 
from all things, Sfc, Acts 13. 39. A Man is not 
justified by the Works of the Zaw, Gal. 2. 16. hut 
hy the Faith of Jesus Christ, Andl -'I beHeve also 
that this justifying Faith is evidenced by Evangeli- 
cal Good-works, a Eeadiness of Obedience to what 
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God requires : For thus the Apostle James argaes, 
James 2. 21. Was no^ Abraham our Father justified 
hy Works? Ver. 25. Was not Bahab justify' d by 
Works? By Works was Faith made perfect^ in ver, 
22. So then, as I have before expressed. By 
Works a Man is justified^ and not hy Faith only^ 
as in the 24th Yerse. 

5. Concerning the Extent of Christ's Death, 
as I have believed almost 60 Years, I would not 
renounce my Faith for any base unworthy Interest 

I believe the Creator of all Mankind is good to 
all, and his tender Mercies are over aU his Worhs^ 
Psal. 145. 9. Me is not mUing that any should 
perish^ 2 Pet. 3. 9. Beasoning a£fectionately with 
Sinners, why they will die or be damned ? Euk. 
18. 31, eh. 11. 33. Nothing was wanting on his 
part for^their Good, Isa. 5. 4. What eould I have 
done more to my Vineyard^ that I have not done f 
Doth not the Word speak plain? John 3. 16, 17, 
18. God so loved the World, that he gave his only 
legotten Son, that whosoever helieveth in him should 
not perish, hut have Everlasting Life, in the Gift 
of his Son. He had Love and Pity upon all Jews 
and Gentiles, concluding them all in a lost Estate, 
that he might have Mercy on all, Rom. 11. ver. 
32, 33. Cry up the Riches of Free Grace, the 
Depth of the Wisdom and Knowledge of God, &c. 
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The Apostle makes this as an Armament tmiver* 
sally unto all, that they should live to him that 
died for them, and rose again^ 2 Co^. 5. 15. And 
that he died for all, and therefore all were dead 
in Law, had not the Promise of Christ the Messias 
taken place upon Adaitie sinning. Doth not the 
Holy Scripture say, he is the Saviour of all Men, 
hut especially of them that believe ? He was not 
only a Propitiation for Believers* Sins, hut for 
those of the whole World, 1 John 2. 2. It is 
according to the light of my Understanding in the 
Word, as clear as the shining Sun, that the Lord 
Christ tasted Death for every Man, Seh. 2. 9. 
St. Paul presseth to an universal Love on this 
Groimd, 1 Tim. 2. 4, 5, 6. For this is good in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who would have all 
Men saved, and come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth ; for there is one God, and one Mediator 
hetween God and Man, that gave himself a Eansom 
for all, to be testifyd in due time. Faith must be 
bottomed on a Word; and so far I am well 
48atisfy*d and contented, to bear any Eeproach ; 
the Judge st^deth before the Door who will 
justifie me. 

6. I believe there is but one true visible 
Church, that was in the former Administration 
distinguished from the World by Circumcision, 
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€f6n. 17. 10, 11. as the Initiating Ordinance inta 
the Jewish Church, Mcod, 12. 44. And the Lord 
Jesus Christ hath but one true Spouse, Cant, 6.^9. 
or Constituted Visible Church, since his Ascention 
into Heaven, 1 Cor. 1. 20. although they are for 
the Conveniency of Dwelling, dispersed through 
several Countries, divided into particular Churches j 
as the seven Churches of ^m, Bev, 1.4,5, 11. 
The Church at Eomey Rom, 1. 7. The Church at 
Corinth, 1 Cor, 1. 2. The Church at Galatta,. 
Gal. 1. 2. The Church at Philippi, Phil 1. 1; 
The Church of Macedonia, 2 Cbr. 8. 1. The 
Church at Thesaalonica, Thea. 1. 1. The Lord 
€hrist being the Head, his Authority gives to 
each Power, Colos, 1. 18. to act among them- 
selves. Matt, 16. 19. "Whatsoever they shall bind 
on Earth, shall be bound in Heaven ; and what- 
soever they shall loose on Earth, shall be loosed 
in Heaven. Believers Chosen out of the "World, 
John 15. 19. 1 Cor, 12. 27. are Members of his 
Body, and were added to the Churches, Matt, 28. 
19. being made Disciples, they were first to be 
Baptized with "Water, ver, 20, 8fc, to be taught 
whatsoever the Lord Christ Commanded, Matt, 
28. 20. 

Note, Such Ministers, that so Practice according 
to the Lord Christ's Commission, have his Promise 
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that he will be with them, unto the End of thel 
World. 

The Members of the Gospel visible Church, in 
the latter times, that Antichrist prevailed, are 
noted by the Spirit, in Rev. 14. 12. to be such as 
keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith 
of Jesus, and such are, and shall be Blessed, Rev. 
22. 14. Blessed are they that do his Command- 
ments, that they may have Right to the Tree of 
Life, and enter in by the Gates into the City. 

It hath been my professed Faith, according to 
the Word, near this sixty Years; that when 
Persons, Men, or Women, or younger Persons, do 
give then^selves up unto the Lord, and to each 
other, by the Will of God, 2 Cor. 8. 5. being 
lively Stones, 1 Fet. 2. 5. that hold fast their 
Holy Profession to the End, Heh. 3. 6. They are 
his Golden Candlesticks, Rev. 1« 20. The Light 
of the World, Matt. 5. 44. and are his Temple, 
Eph. 2. 21. 2 Cor. 5. 16. and Church of the First 
Bom, being written in Heaven, Heh. 12. 23. his 
Flock. 

And when so built up a spiritual House, and 
holy Priesthood, to offer up spiritual Sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, by Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
and as New-bom Babes desire the sincere Milk of 

the Word, with the Sacraments of Baptism, with 
c2 
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ruly ; comfort the feeble minded, and snpport thQ 
weak, 1 Thess, 5. 14. To exhort one another 
daily, and so much the more as they see the Pay 
approaching, lest any be hardned through the 
Deceitfdlness of Sin, ffeh 3. 13. and as they see 
any overtaken in a Fault, to labour to restore 
such in the Spirit of Meekness, considering that 
themselves may also be tempted, Gah 6. 1, 2. 
God forbids that we hate our Brother in our Heart, 
by suffering him to live in Sin, and not rebuke 
bi^i, Lev, 19. 17. But if he repent, we should 
forgive him, if not, we should do our Duty, Mat^ 
18. 15. And the Church ought to do theirs, in 
purging out the Old Leaven of Sin, that may 
hinder them from having the Presence of God 
with them, 1 Cor, 5. 7. 

And as our Lot is fallen in these latter Times^ 
wherein Iniquity abounds, and the Love of many 
waxes cold, Mat. 24. 12. we ought to love another 
with a pure Heart fervently, 1 Fet. 1. 22. so as 
to sympathize with our Pellow-Christians in all 
their outward Conditions of Prosperity and Ad- 
versity, Gal. 6. 2. 2 Gor^ 11. 29. Communicating 
to the !N'ecessities of the Saints, Rom. 12. 13« 
And be like unto Tunothyy that had a natural 
Care of the Saints, Fhil. 2. 2. 

I believe the Resurrection of the Body, of the 
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Just and XJnjnsty Acts 24. 15. And the dead in 
Christ shall rise fir st, to the Eesurrection of the 
Life, John 5. 29. Blessed and holy is lie that hath 
part in the first JResttrrectionj an him the second 
Death ehall have no Power y hut they shall he Priests 
4>f God^ and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand YearSy Eey. 20. 6. But if it should be 
lis some sajy that there is no Eesurrection of the 
Beady then is Christ not risen, 1 Cor. 15. 13, And 
then the Preaching of St. Paul, and the Ministers 
of the Gospel, must be vain, and their Paith in 
Tain, 1 Cor, 15. 14. And bring a Blemish upon 
them as false Witnesses, and there would be no 
Salvation to those fallen asleep in Christ, but they 
must eternally perish, 1 Cor. 15, 17, 18. So that 
a sound Faith therein will be much, the Comfort 
•of true Believers in this World, and shall be their 
Eternal Glory and Happiness hereafter in Heaven, 
I believe the Eternal Judgment, Seh. 6. 2. 
And that for every idle Word that Men shall 
speak, they must give an account in the day of 
Judgment, Mat 12. 36. As well as for gross Sins 
which are visibly and directly against the Law of 
Ood, <7»2. Profane Swearing, Cursing, Stealing, 
Lying, Drunkenness, Spiritual Whoredom,, ©nd 
Corporal Murther, conceived as well as acted, &c^ 
.and that all shall appear before the Judgment- 
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Seat of Christ, 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10. wlio will be their 
Judge at his Appearance and Kingdom, 2 Tim. 4^ 
!• John 5. 22. For the Father jtiAgeth no Man^ 
lut hath committed all Judgment to the Son. The 
Ist Witness shall be their own Consciences, bear- 
ing Witness, in accusing or excusing, when God 
shall judge the Secrets of Mens hearts by Jesa& 
Christ, according to the Gospel, Bom, 2. 16. 

2%. The holy Scripture, John 12. 47, 48. 
The Words that Christ spake, the same shall 
Judge Men in the last Day : Compared with Hev. 
20. 12. 7 saw the Dead, small and great, stand 
lefore Gody and the Boohs were opened, and another 
Book was opened, which was the Bool oflAfe; and 
the Bead were judged out of those things that wer0 
written Hn the Boohs. 

Mhf. The Saints shall by their holy and 
obedient Lives judge the World. 

4thly, The Judge himself, before whom all 
Actions are visible, naked and bare, Seb. 4. 13* 
There is no Creature that is not manifest in his^ 
Sight ; he will witness against you, MatL 25. 42, 
43, 44, 45. Iwas hungry cmd ye fed me not, I was 
ihirsty and ye game me no drinh, Iwas a Stranger- 
mid ye took me not in; naked, and ye elothed 
me not. 

It will be a Bighteous and Just Judgment, he- 
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will render to every one according to their works, 
Rev. 2. 23. He shall not Judge after the sight of 
his Syes, neither reprove after the hearing of his 
Ears, bnt with Eighteonsness shall he Jndge the 
Poor, and Eeprove with Equity, Isa. 11. 3, 
4, Sfc. 

[And the Lord of his Infinite Goodness grant, 
we may be duly prepar'd for this Day.] 



FINIS. 
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parish and county, wheelwright, to Senry Sours- 
hey of the parish of Whitechapel, and eonnty of 
Middlesex aforesaid, gent.,* to Thomas Slater (^ 
Darkin in the county of Surrey, gent., to John 
Savadye of the parish of Bhoreditch, gent., ta 
William Sailor of the parish of Hackney in the 
county of Middlesex, tobacconist, and to Joseph 
Dumhl[e']ton of the parish of Wbitechapel in. th& 
county of Middlesex aforesaid, and to their heirs* 
and assigns, one annuity, yearly rent or sum of 
fifty pound of lawful money of England, to be 
issumg out of, and charged and chargeable upon,, 
all my Manor, messuages, lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments in the parish of filUi9\€0Ut^ 
9AIPtod» in the county of iB00^Xf and paid and 
payable yearly and every year, by equal quar- 
terly payments, £ree of all taxes, assessments, 
payments, and impositions whatsoever, imposed 
or to be imposed by authority of Parliament, or 
otherwise howsoever ; the first quarterly payment 
thereof to begin and to be made, at the ^id of 
three calendar months next after my decease; 
provided always that, if the said annuity, yearly 
lent or sum of fifty pound, or any part thereof, 
diall Irappen to be behind or unpaid, by the space 
of twenty eight days next over or after any of the 

• In Mr. Slater's copy anePior **geiit.'* 
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tfiaid days whereon the same ought to be paid, as 
aforesaid, then, [and*] so often, it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the said Feter Lawreneey John 
Maydon, Henry Sourabey, Thomas Slatery John 
Sa/vadge, William Sallar, and Joseph Bumb^i\ton, 
their heirs and assigns, unto and upon the said 
Manor, messuages, lands, tenements, and premises 
chargeable therewith, or untof and upon any part 
thereof, to enter, and distrain, and the distress and 
distresses then and there found, to take, lead, 
drive, carry away, and impound, and in pound to 
detain and keep, until they of the said yearly rent 
ot sum of fifty pound and all arrears thereof, and 
all charges and damages occasioned thereby, shaH 
be ftdly satisfied and paid. Item, subject and 
liable so, and charged and chargeable with the 
said yearly rent or sum of fifty pound in manner 
aforesaid, I give and devise the said Manor, 
messuaged, lands, tenements and hereditaments, 
unto my son Joseph Daviss, for and during the 
term of his natural life ; and from and after his 
decease, then to and amongst all' and every the 
children of the said Joseph La/oiss my son, lawfully 
to be begotten, if more than one, and if but one 

* Mr, Slater's copy inserts ^\ 

t So also Mr. Slater's copy : but the Chancery Office- 
copy reads into,. 
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sncli child, then to such only child, for and dnring: 
the life and lives of all and eveiy such child and 
children ; and from and after the decease of such 
child and children, then to the said Peter Lawrence, 
John Kaydm, Henry Sourshey, Thomas Slater^ 
JohnSavadge, William Salla^y dxiA Joseph I)umhl\/\* 
ton, and their heirs and assigns for ever. Item, 
I give and devise unto the said Peter Lawrence, 
John Harden, Kenry Sourshey, Thomas Slater, 
John Savadge, William Sailor, and Josephl>U7rbbT{e]' 
ton, their heirs and assigns, all those fourteen 
messuages, or houses, and tenements, with the 
appurtenances, situate and heing in ^t* fPHttrSt- 
Sl^HHtaiell* in the county of fiSLWtAtl^tX. 
heretofore mortgaged to me hy Mcholas Cross, 
and all my estate and interest therein. Item, I 
give unto the Poor of 91110 A t^f of the lower 
precinct, twenty shillings, to he distributed by 
my Executor; and to the poor of SSBj^itfCl^lipeU 
twenty shillings. Item, I give one guinea to 
Thomas Slater the elder, and one to Joseph 
LumUleyian junior. Item, unto four devout men, 
that shaU carry me to my sepulchre, I give 
to each one guinea. Item, unto Henry Sourshey, 
to John Savadge, Henry Coohe, and John Maiden, 
I give to each of them two guineas, who shall be 
living at my deaths Item, I give unto the poor 
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of the Congregation meeting on the Sabbath Day 
commonly called Saturday^ in iltiU IT^tllf ten 
pound, or fifty shillings yearly, as my friends 
Feter Lawrence^ John Scwadg$ and the rest interested 
in Jttill 19 At lit ^^ see convenient. Item my 
will is, at my death, to forgive and acquit the 
thirds due to me, from the said Peter Lawrence^ 
John Smadge^ and the rest. Item I discharge 
John Maydon from any sum or all sums of money, 
by bond or otherwise, owing to me at my death ; 
provided the house in ;|)!liU 9AVII be peaceably* 
delivered up to Peter Lawrence^ John Savadge^ and 
the rest interested therein, when they demand it, 
and the thirds of the rent be paid, if demanded. 
Item I freely discharge Thomas Strickland of his 
obligation due to me. And as to all the rest and 
residue of my goods and chattels, and whatsoever 
else appertains to me, besides what is before be- 
queathed or devised by me, (my funeral expenses 
aud legacies being discharged as they shall become 
due, immediately after my death, or yearly and at 
times to be paid to my grand-daughter and her 
son,) I wholly give unto my son Josejfh Davm; 
which said legacies, yearly or at times to be paid 
to my said grand-daughter and her son, if they 
should happen to be unpaid when they shall grow 

• In Mr. Slater's copy previotisly. 
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due, I charge my foresaid Estate in tiie Paridi 
of finaplt^ttSCO purba therewith, and give her 
and son the same power of distress and impounding, 
for recovery and obtaining the same, as above- 
expressed, I have given to Feter Zawrenee arid 
the rest of my legatees, to obtain the rent-charge 
of fifty pound yearly, so long and until the said 
several legacies to my grand-daughter and her son, 
as they grow due, shall be paid to them. And I 
constitute my son Joseph Daviss my sole Executor 
of this my last Will and Testament, revoking all 
other and former Wills by me at any time hereto- 
fore made. In testimony hereunto, I have set my 
hand and seal, this £ffch day of May, One thousand 
seven hundred and sixth. 

Joseph Davis, Sen'. fL,S,) 

Signed, scaled, published, and declared, by 
the Testator, Jos. Davisy as his last Will and 
Testament, in the presence of us, 

Mcholaa Mayo^ 
Thomas Sarper, 
William Wright, 
Probatum Londini coram venerabili viro, Domino 
Johanne Cooke, Milite, Legum Doctore, Surrogate 
&c. sexto die mensis Martij, Anno Domini 1706. 
juramento Josephi Davis, filij dicti defuncti et 
Execi:jjx)ris &c. Cui &c. De bene &c. jurat. 
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[Translation of the Latin Probate Act : — 
Proved at London, before the venerable man 
Sir John Coohe, Knight, Doctor of Laws, Surrogate 
.&c., on the sixth day of the month of March, in 
the year of our Lord 1706, by the oath of Joseph 
Davisy son of the said defunct, and Executor &c. 
To whom &c. he being sworn well &c.] 

The foregoing is a true copy from an Office- 
copy of the Original Will* of JOSEPH 
DAVIS, Senior, from the Registry of the late 
• Prerogative Court of Canterbury; compared 
with another Office-copy from the Duplicate 
Original, among the ^tU l^Atll Evidences, 
some time kept in the Office of Master 
Simeon, in the High Court of Chancery ; and 
also with a literal Copy of the same Dupli- 
cate, made by my predecessor and father-in- 
law, William Slater, while it was in hia 
custody, before July 1812 ; except the 
modernization of spelling, the punctuation, 
and a translation of the Probate Act. Made 
and examined by me, 

W. H. Black, P.S.A., 
aider and Trustee at Mill Yard. 

• The Original Will at Doctors' Commons is thus 
indorsed : — " 6 Martlj 1706/7. Josephus Davis filius et 
Executor intra nominatus juratus fuit coram me, J. 
CooKE, Surr." That is *' 6 March 1706-7, Joseph Davis, 
the son and Executor within named, was sworn before 
me, J. Cooke, Surrogate." 
I) 
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EPISTLE 

FEOK 

JOSEPH DAYIS, Senior, to the Sabbath-keepers 

at ilrtaipOtrtt in the State of K^OHt^t^lanlUf. 

while he was a Prisoner at 4&XfOttf^ 



Oxon. Castle, 
26th of the 1st month, 1670. 
Dear Brethren and Sisters, 

Whom I cannot but love for the truth's- 
sake, which you profess, and that gracious spirit 
that is upon you, which causes you to bring forth 
that precious fruit of righteousness which^ through 
Jesus Christ f will be much to the praise and glory 
of God / * I received your sweet Epistle, 
dated the 4th of the 7th month, 1669, with 
much joy for the grace of God that is in you, which 
bringeth forth such acknowledgements of his work 
upon you, who have ascribed the whole work to 
his free grace, — that did savingly enlighten you, 
and make you mlling in the dag of his power f to 
conform universally to the gospel precepts, and 
his holy laws ; — and that by divine power faith- 

♦ Phil. i. 11. tPsal-cx. 8. 
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fully preserved yoia in your holy and righteous 
course, not withstanding those fightings within^ 
and troubles without y* that you meet with ; which 
cause many thanksgivings to God. 

I salute all with my affectionate love ; and I 
..give you thanks for accepting and rewarding my 
love (in the Epistle I sent you) with such a return ; 
which doth farther engage me to let you know how 
things go with my own soul, the churches of 
Christ, and other professors, that may cause 
thanksgivings, humiliations, and supplications. 
Through the riches of grace, I have abundant 
reason to declare that our God is good, aud hath 
done me good, in keeping my soul in life, and not 
suffering my foot to stumble,] out of the way 
of his commandments. ITot withstanding 
the various kinds of trials I have met with, 
through Satan % transforming himself in these 
several shapes that appear among us ; yet by the 
power of the Lord, I have been brought in to 
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ,^ and in the 
order of the glorious gospel. But Satan in the 

* 2 Cor. vii. 6. 

t Psal. Ixvi. 9. 

j An Adversary ; i. e, a scriptural term for the spirit 
and power of persecution. See 2 Cor.xi. 13-15. 

§ I Cor. i. 9, where the common version has " called 
wnto the felloToship,'' The copy, from which this Epistle 
is re-printed, erroneously reads " in by " for into, 
1)2 
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present day hatli appeared, and operates in the 
spirits of men, who rage with violence and open 
force, casting forth waters like a floods* thinking 
to destroy and swallow us in the sea of their 
confusion. But the Lord hath given special and 
sufficient grace to help and perform the childf of 
faith, in the exercise whereof the world is overcome; 
for which I have suffered the lossX of wife, and 
enjoyment of children, trade, and public ordinances, 
in the hope of being of that happy number who 
shall stand on Mount Zion^ to sing the song of 
Moses% with unspeakable delight; when with 
all the saints I shall be able to say. This is the 
Lord; I have waited for Him; I will he glad and 
rejoice in his salvation,^ In the exercise of faith, 
I have comfortably endured much hardness, as 
seeing Sim and his glory that is Invisible ;^ which 
hath always made the saints to glory in tribu- 
lation, and patiently bear the weight of affliction, 
as they are the appointments of our dear Father^ 
whopitieth his children^ and doth not afflict willingly^ 
but doeth all /or our spiritual profit , that we mag 

• Rev. xii. 1 5. 

t ** Child " seems an error of transcription for fght 
or strife. 
t Phil. iii. 8. 
§ Rev. xiv. 1 ; xv. 3, 
II Isa. XXV. 9. 
^ Heb. xi. 27 ; compare 1 Tim. ii. 3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JOSEPH DATIS, BENIOR. 53 

2^ made more partakers of his holiness.* 

My trials have been very much lightened and 
made easy, by trusting in a higher Power than any 
that hath been or is against me ; and I dare not 
but believe [that] all things work together for good,\ 
and that all the Lord's ways towards me a/re mercy 
and truth-X I have been much tried and troubled 
with perplexing doubts concerning the Great 
Disposer's will, as were some of his choice servants 
in antient days, (Fs. Ixxvii. 7 ; Isa. xlix. 14 ;) 
and, through a great power of grace, I faint not^ 
neither am I weary of his house of correction, § I have 
been more afraid of being out of the furnace too 
soon, than of staying too long, lest God's work 
should not be done upon me. He is the great 
desire of my soul, to glorify JBim in my body and 
spirit which are hisy \\ with the blessed hope of 
being glorified by Him, in that day when, for loss 
and shame, everlasting joy shall be put upon me 
as my crown. Verily, */ our hope was only in this 
life, we should he of all men the most miserable ;^ 
for there are no worldly comforts certain to us, 

* Psalm ciii. 13 ; Lam. iii. 33 ; Heb. yii. 10. 

t Rom. viii. 28. 

X Psal. XXV. 10. 

§ Heb. xii. 3-6 ; Prov. iii. 11-12. 

II 1 Cor. vi. 20. 

\ 1 Cor. XV. 19. 
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but tribulations are certain. The vanity of aH 
worldly things should teach ma not to set our hearis 
upon them,* and to be content in the loss of them. - 
how should belieyers mind their God, their 
portion, and their heavenly inheritance, which 
are so certain and eternal ! There we shall sin no • 
more; which hath been the procuring cause 
of all our sufferings! There all tears shM 
he wiped from our eyes,^ by our blessed Bedeemer ! 
When by faith I take a view of these things, 
how my spirit and strength increase in this spiritual 
warfare! The grace and goodness of God hath 
been very manifest to me : in this my wilderness, 
the Sun of Righteousness hath arisenX upon my 
soul, dispelling those clouds of darkness that 
many are imder ; whereby my condition is much 
more comfortable than that of many who enjoy 
their liberty. Surely our Father hath reserved 
his best wine^ for such a condition ; for Me knoweth 
our frame, and eonsidereth that we are but dust^j^ 
It is my lot to sit here, alone, in the observation 
of God's holy Sabbath; yet not without some 
precious tokens of His presence, which mates a 

♦Psal. Ixii. 10. ~^ 

f Isa. xzv. 8 ; Bev. zxi. 4. 

t Mai. iv, 2. 

§ Isa. zzv. 6 ; John ii. 10. 

II Psal. ciii. 14. 
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Wilderness like an JSden, and a desert like a garden 
^fthe Lord.* Happy should I bo if the glorious 
things made known, and believed by me, had 
such an effectual work upon my soul, to cause me 
to seek after them, and delight in those everlast- 
ing pleasures; having a conversation in heaven^ 
idways waiting for the blessed changej when my 
vile body shall he made like unto his glorious body /f 

As for my own outward mercies, they are many. 
I have hardly known, these many years, what 
sickness or pain is ; although but a weak body, 
and my lodgings dangerous, being in a cold high 
Tower ; and by admiring Providence, the pit hath 
not shut its mouth upon me to swallow me ; nor 
[have] the snares, which were laid to take away 
my life, prevailed. 

As to the churches of Christ, they generally 
keep from a sinful compliance with the false 
worshippers. There were many shining lights in 

♦ Isa. li. 8, 

f Phil. iii. 20, in the phraseology of the common 
version. But there is a more correct expression of the 
sense of the original, in the following quotation, used 
as a sepulchral motto on the tombstone of a *' citizen'* 
at MiU Yard, dated 1799 :— " But we converse as 
citizens of heaven ; from whence also we expect tho 
Lord Jesus Christ as a Saviour ; who shall traned^orm 
our vile body, that it may be made comf ormable to hia 
glorious body, according to the energy whereby he is 
able to subject even all things unto himself." 
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this nation; but many of them, I fear, have- 
decayed, and much lost their splendor ; fi)r which 
reason God seems to be working against us, yet 
not with his great power and wrath. Our enemies^ 
are numerous and mighty ; and though they have 
threatened to swallow us up, the Spirit of the Lord 
hath set up a standard against them ; * and that 
sweet prophecy is ' much fulfilled, No weapon 
formed against Zion shall prosper, f 

Myself, with all the Non-conformists, have 
bjBen greatly disappointed in our expectations, like 
the old church, Jer. xiv. 19 ; and, as to our 
deliverance from our thraldom, we see not our signs, 
neither is there a prophet who can tell how long % 
God will deal with us as He did with Israel, when 
He led them into the wilderness Bbout forty years, to- 
humble them, and prove them, and know what 
was in their hearts, and to do them good in the latter 
end. § And an other thing, which greatly saddens 
our hearts, is, that the glory seemeth to be de- 
parted from the churches and congregations of most 
professors ; for many of their glorious lights are 
extinguished by death* Zove is waxed coldy\\ and 

* Isa. lix. 19. 
+ Isa. Hv. 17. 
i Psal. Ixxiv. 9. 
fDeut.viii. 2,16. 
il Matt.xxiv. 12. 
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the Cbristian zeal of many is very low ; and there 
are but few who follow on to know the Zord"' in 
farther obedience, in a gospel spirit, striving to- 
getherfor the faith of the gospet.jf The crown w 
fdlenfrom our head! Woe unto us! for we have 
sinned ;\ and the candlestick is threatened to he 
removed,^ And, of late, the eminent leaders of 
Baptist and Congregational churches have taken 
upon them to preach down, and ^write against, 
God's holy Seventh-Day Sabbath; but it prog- 
nosticates to me that the breaking of it is near. 
Precious souls! be not discouraged by what 
opposition you have, or may meet with. I hope 
that the hand of the Lord will be with you, to the 
increase of true Sabbath Hght. Let your conver- 
sation he as hecometh the glorious gospel, and our 
high calling, \^ And let your light shine ^ forth: 
for God expects more, and man expects more, from 
us, than from others who are not so enlightened. 
Per herein shall we only be accepted of God, and 
rewarded by Him, as we live in the life and power 
of what we profess. 

• Hosea vi. 8. 

+ Phil, t 27 ; it ought to be " in the faith," &c. 

% Lam. V. 16. 

§ Rev. ii. 6. 

II Phil. i. 27; iii. 14. 

^ Matt. V. 16 ; Phil. ii. 15. 
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My brethren ! / ahofdd ^n, if I should eea89 
fo pray far ^au,* that the grace of God may be 
manifest in the snficiency of it, to the supplying 
of all yonp wants. And I hope I shall not be 
forgotten by yon ; that I may have such supply 
of spiritual strength, and divine teachings, enabling 
me to war faithfully against the whole body of 
sin.f 

My unfeigned love is to every one of you that 
U a sincere Sabbath-keeper; and I do desire, 
while at this distance, to hear from you. 27ie 
God of Ahraham bless you ! The God of Isaac 
defend you !% I shall remain your loving brother, 

JOSEPH DAYIS. 

From the Eecords of the Sabbath-keeping 
Congregation at Newport, B. I., ITorth 
America; (as printed at New York, in 
August 1844 ;) revised, annotated, and ex- 
amined by me, 

V. H. Black, F.S.A. 



• 1. Sam. xii. 23. 

J Rom. vi. 6 ; compare vii. 22-25. 
Psal. XX. 1, 
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i)ransIdiott of % f ar!l^im 

BT WHICH 

JOSEPH DAVIS, JOHN BUNYAN, 

And hundreds of other Dissenting Protestants^ 

were released from Imprisonment : dated 

13 Septy 24 Car, U. (A.B. 1612.J 



CHABIiES THE SECOND, by tlie grace of God 
TTiTig of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
Defender [of the Eaith,] &c. To all to whom the 
present Letters shall come, greeting. Know Yb 
that we, moved with piety, of our special grace 
4ind of our certain knowledge and mere motion, 
Have pardoned, remitted, and released, and by 
the presents, for us our heirs and successors. Do 
pardon, remit, and release, to Edward Fattison^ 
John UttiSf Arthur CooJce^ and Eiehard Cannonf 
prisoners in our gaol of ;0^|||g||t^ within our 
«ity of HOttllOn; to William Adorns^ Bohert 
Sort, John Bolt^ and William Welch^ prisoners in 
our prison of t^t ;ff\ttt J ^ Ambrose Eigg^ [and 
14 others,] prisoners in the common gaol for our 
copity of ^UWtX f to George Brichstoch [and 17 
others] prisoners in the common gaol for our 
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connty of §fUVVtp i to Richard Paytony prisoner 
in the common gaol for our county of SlSSOtT^^C^ 
XiX \ to Laurence Farmery and William Christian^ 
prisoners in the common gaol for onr comity of 
ILtitWttX t to Antony Ridley y and Lewis Thomasy 
prisoners in the common gaol for our county of 
;^OttltlOUt9 : to John Langstaffcy [and ' 11 
others,] prisoners in the common gaol for our 
county palatine of IButJdaitU J to Thomas Taylor, 
[and 5 others,] prisoners in the common gaol for 
our county of H^tAffOtll J to Philip Rence, [and 
8 others,] prisoners in the common gaol for our 
county of ^Ont^SLmptOtt l to Thomas Curtisy 
[and 74 others, mostly women,] prisoners in the 
common gaol for our county of IS^|:&0; to 
Alexander Richards, [and 9 others,] prisoners in 
the eommon gaol for our county of 29^)1011 ; to 
James Picktony prisoner in the common gaol for 
our county of tH^CVtlMVV^ttt ; to Ralph JETar- 
hoUhy [and 8 others,] prisoners in the common 
gaol for our county of Ititt^Olltt to EdmonS 
Sconce, [and 16 others,] prisoners in the common 
gaol for our county of ]^Oi:fOl& l to Richard 
Perreyy [and 9 others,] prisoners in the common 
gaol for our county of Wttttt f to Bimry Wheadonf 
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{[and 15 others,] prisoners in the common gaol for 
oar connty of iBOWtt f to Joseph Barnes j Senry 
PMUipps, William Petti/err, Robert Tharpey John 
Thorpe^ Joseph Stephens^ John Benham^ Thomas 
Perry y Thomas Besley^ John Wrenn, Thomas Min- 
Mn, George Weston^ Giles Tidmarsh, Geoffrey 
Bennety and Thomas Gilpin, prisoners in the 
common gaol for our connty of ®X(iDtII{ to 
William Beaton, [and 38 others,] prisoners in the 
common gaol for onr connty of ^Olttttf^tt i to 
Thomas Goodaire, [and 13 others,] prisoners in 
the common gaol for our county of 2!29AtkDi^ t 
to John Bance, and Nicholas Nay, piisoners in the 
common gaol for onr coimty of |gutft0 1 to Thomas 
Sturdy and Stephen Pearson, prisoners in the com- 
mon gaol for onr connty of HHUVXttXlSLVSl^X 
to Walter Penny [and 12 others,] prisoners 
in the common gaol for onr connty of 
2i29iU0 ; to John Todd, [and 36 others,] prisoners 
in the common gaol for our connty and onr city of 
90Vti f to John Bennett, Inward Ehden, and 
Hzekiel Stephens, prisoners in the common gaol for 
our city of HxtttV I to Charles Lloyd, [and 12 
others,] prisoners in the common gaol for our 
county of JUotttgOtltnrS ; to Edward RM, 
[and 6 others,] prisoners in the common gaol for 
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our cotmty of g^Uffdlft ; tb BanM lUe, [and 11^ 
others,] prisoners in the common gaol for our 
county of JlOttl^limptOtt: to Nicholas Zueas, 
[and 37 others,] prisoners in the common gaol for 
OUT county of fj^ertf etH ; to Martin Mason, 
prisoner in the common gaol for onr county of the 
city of UtmOln; to Mward Smithy [and 9 
others,] prisoners in the caatle of (damitOffit t 
to John Peacock, [and 5 others,] prisoners in the 
common gaol for our county of f^UlttiltgdlOn J 
to John Fenn, John Bunnion, John Dunn, Thomas 
Saynes, Simon Eaynes, George Farr, James Pagers, 
John Rush, Tabitha Bush, and John Curfe, 
prisoners in the common gaol for our county of 
IBrHfOrH : to Mwin Morrell, [and 7 others,] 
prisoners in the common gaol for our county of 
UWtX : to John Qrijith, [and 21 others,] 
prisoners in our gaol caUed t||e RlttflTlJ USettCJ^ ; 
to Richa/rd Clayton, and Francis Dunn, prisoners 
in the common gaol for our county of %antM^ 
ttt ; to William Payne, [and 11 others,] prisoners 
in the common gaol for our county of S>AI0|I J 
to Nicholas Jose, [and 8 others,] prisoners in the 
common gaol for our county of ComkOall; 
and to Rolert Smith, prisoner in the common gaol 
for our city of «Zaot(e0tet; and to each of 
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them, or by whatsoever other names, or whatso- 
ever other name, surnames or surname, additions 
or addition of name or names, of surname or sur- 
names, of arts or art, of offices or office, of misteries or 
mastery, of places or place, they the aforesaid j&^tcari^ 
.P<i^[4]mo», [and 490 others,*] be known, deemed, 
called or named, or lately were known, deemed, 
called or named, or any of them is known, deemed, 
called or named, or lately was known, deemed, 
called or named, — All and all-manner crimes, 
trespasses, offenses of pramunire, unlawftil con- 
venticles, contempts and misdemeanors, whatso- 
ever, by the aforesaid Hdward PatttBon^ [and 
490 others,] or any of them, by themselves or 
himself alone, or with any other persons, or with 
any other person, howsoever, whensoever, in what 
manner soever, or wheresoever, advised, bidden, 
attempted, done, perpetrated, or committed, before 
the thirty-first day of July last past before the 
date of the presents, against the form of a Statute 
set forth in the Parliament of the lady Elizabeth 
lately Queen of England, holden in the first year 
of her reign ; and against the form of a Statute 
set forth in the Parliament of the same late Queen 



• Jbi this place, and in each of the nine instances that 
'loUow, all the 491 names are repeated in the Pardon, 
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of England, holden in the twenty-third year of 
her reign ; and against the form of a Statute sot 
forth in the Parliament of the same late Queen, 
holden in the twenty-fifth year of her reign ; and 
against the form of a Statute [set forth in the 
Parliament of the same late Queen, holden in the 
thirty-fifth year of her reign ; and against the 
form of a Statute set forth in the Parliament of 
the lord James late Xing of England, holden in 
the third year of his reign of England ; and alsp 
against the form of a Statute set forth in our 
Parliament holden in the sixteenth year of our 
reign, — in or for not going to their respective 
churches parochial, and not hearing divine service, 
in obstinately refusing to take the oath of allegi- 
ance, and in frequenting and assisting in seditious 
conventicles ; Also, all and singular indictments, 
informations, presentments, convictions, judge- 
ments of pramunire, and all other judgements, 
sentences of excommunication, and of transporfc- 
ation, condemnations, executions, pains corporal, 
painspecuniary, fines, amercements, imprisonments, 
punishments, suits and causes of suits, plaints, 
impeachments, and all other pains, penalties and 
demands whatsoever, in, upon, or against the 
aforesaid Edward Pattison, [and 490 others,] or 
any of them, by himself or by themselves, or with 
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any other person or persons, for or concerning the 
premisses or any of them, in whatsoever manner 
had, made, rendered or adjudged, or hereafter to he 
had made, rendered or adjudged ; Although the 
fiame Udward Pattison^ [and 490 others,] of the 
premisses, or any of the premisses are or are not 
Arrested, indicted, appealed, arraigned, adjudged, 
outlawed, condemned, excommunicated, convicted, 
or attainted ; or any of them is or is not there- 
fore arrested, indicted, appealed, arraigned, ad- 
judged, outlawed, excommunicated, condemned, 
convicted or attainted ; or therefore hereafter they 
shall happen or he shall happen to he arrested, 
indicted, appealed, arraigned, adjudged, outlawed, 
excommunicated, condemned, convicted, or at- 
tainted ; and our firm peace to them, and to each 
of them, thereupon we give and grant, hy the 
presents; so that they stand, and each of them 
stand, right in court, if any one against them, or 
any of them, shall will to speak. We Command, 
moreover, and hy the presents firmly injoining we 
hid all and singular the Sheriffs and Under-sheriffs 
of the several and respective counties aforesaid, 
and whomsoever their Officers, Bailiffs, and 
Ministers, and the Keepers of our gaols aforesaid, 
and all others to whom in that hehalf it helongeth 
or may pertain, that upon the sole showing of 
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these our Letters Patent, or [upon] the Inrolment 
of the same, the aforesaid Edward PattUorty [and 
496 others,] and every of them, out of the 
respective prisons aforesaid in* which they are de- 
tained, (if they be not there detained for any other 
crimes or offenses than what above by the presenfai 
are pardoned, or are mentioned to be pardoned,) to 
go at large and escape whithersoever they will, 
they do permit, and each of them do permit, 
under peril incumbent; and these our Letfiers 
Patent or the Inrolment of the same, to the said 
Sheriffs, Under-sheriffs, Officers, Bailiffs, Min- 
isters, Keepers of the gaols aforesaid, and all others 
to whom it pertaineth or may pertain, [shall be] 
sufficient warrant in that behalf. And Paethee of 
our more abundant grace special, and of our certain 
knowledge and mere motion, we give and grant, 
and by the presents, for us our heirs and succes* 
sors, we restore to the aforesaid Edward Pattisoriy 
[and 490 others,] and to each of them, All and 
singular Manors, lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments, and all and singular profits and issues of 
the same Manors, lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments, goods and chattels, debts and forfeitures, 
and aU other things whatsoever, by reason of the 
premisses or of any of them, by them or any of 

♦ The Original and printed Copy have " ex ** for in. 
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them epcheatedy fprfeited, or lost> in whosesoever 
hands or possession they now are, or ought to he. 
To haye, hold and enjoy to the same £d/ward 
J^attisouy [and 490 others,] respectively, and 
to the respective heirs of each of them, their ex* 
ecutors and assigns, of our gift for ever ; and to 
take, in whosesoever hands or possession they 
severally are ; without account, or any other thing 
-therefore ^to us our heirs [and successors to he 
rendered, paid, or done. Unwillinq that the 
same £dward Pattiam [and 490 others,] or any 
of them, their heirs executors or assigns, hy the 
Sheri^Ss, Justices, Escheators, Bailiffs, or other 
Ministers of us, our heirs or successors, hy occasion 
of the premisses, or any of them, be molested, 
<Kx;asioned, troubled, or in any thing aggrieved; 
but that these our Letters Patent, and the Pardon, 
Grant and Bestitution in the same contained, as to 
all and singular the premisses above mentioned, be 
and shall be good, ^xm, valid, and effectual in 
law, although the crimes and offences aforesaid 
-are less certainly specified. And that this our 
Pardon in all our Courts, and elsewhere, be inter- 
preted and adjudged in the most beneficent and 
benign sense, for the firmer discharge of the 
aforesaid Edward Fattmn [and 490 others,] and 
of each of them ; And also be pleaded and allowed 

£2 
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in all our Courts, without any Writ of AllQwanee- 
in that ^behalf first obtained or to be obtained. 
KoT wiTHSTANDiNo any omission, defect, negligence, 
non'recital, ill-recital, repugnance or contrariety, 
in the presents contained. And not witlistanding 
that the same Edward Pattison [and 490 others,] 
nor any of them, security of good behaviour or 
otherwise, after the form of the Statute set forth 
in the Parliament of the lord Edward the Third, 
formerly King of England, holden in the tenth 
year of his reign, shall not find, or he shall not 
find. And notwithstanding the several Statutes 
aforesaid in the presents above mentioned, or any- 
other Statute, Act, Ordinance, Provision, ProcU-- 
mation or Restriction, or any other thing, oauae 
or matter whatsoever, to the contrary thereof, in 
any-wise not withstanding. In "Witness or 
which thing we have caused these our Letters- 
to be made Patent. "Witness myself at 5129 C0t^ 
mtnOttrt the thirteenth day of September, in: 
the twenty-fourth year of our reign. 
By "Writ of Privy Seal, 

PIGOTT, 

The foregoing is a true Translation of the- 

Pardon, as printed in Latin at the end of 

** The Christian Progress" of Geoege White- 

iTEAi), (London, 1725, 8vo. pp. 696-706,) 
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eompared with the Original Letters Patent 
preserved at Devonshire Hoase, and with 
the Inrolment thereof in the Public Becord 
Office ; omitting only the names of Prisoners 
where they exceeded the number of four 
in. one place, excepting the Counties of 
®X(Dtll ^^ f^tlifOtiif where all the 
names are translated. Made and examined 
by me, 

V. H. Black, P.SA., 
JRetired Aamtant Keeper of 
Public Records^ Sfc, 
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execution of the laws against propliane[nej8S and 
debauchery. I give to my brother Robert Houltan^ 
and his wife, each, for mourning, the sum of 
twenty-five pounds; to my sister Parsons, the 
like sum of twenty-five pounds, for mourning; 
to my sister Parsons^ eleven children, the sum of 
ten pounds each, for mourning; to my sister 
Waters^ s three children, the sum of ten pounds 
each, for mourning ; to my brother Joseph JSbul- 
ion's three sons, and their wives, the sum of ten 
pounds each, for mourning. I give to Joseph 
Stennet, of Exeter, to Philip Jones of Chiltenham, 
to John Ridley late of Plymouth, to Edmund 
Twpnsend of fiSkiM Ffttll^ to Townsend, 

schoolmaster in Lambeth Street, Goodman's Fields, 
to William Kendy of Froome, Edward Kenwood 
of Trowbridge, and John Sutten of "Winterboum, 
the sum of two hundred pounds each. I give 
to John Wilson of London, Thomas Bousher of 
Beminster, Isaac Hann senior, Daniel Wright of 
^tMl^tlAtXf Edward Uarrison of l^ewberry, 
and Peter Storer, the sum of one hundred poimds 
each. I give to Ahraham Mtdlinery Joseph Morris, 
Thomas Lucas senior, of Trowbridge, Reesy 

and Edward Wallin, the sum of twenty-five 
pounds each. To Mary Wichham, the sum of fifty 
pounds. I give to Elizabeth Code, Jane FolweU, 
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JEltzdSeth AnsttSf and Benjamin IhUer, the sum of 
twenty pounds each. I giye to Jame8 Radish the 
9nin of ten pounds* I giye to each of my serrantsy 
48 shall be living with me at the time of my death, 
-except Mary Wickham, the sum of five pounds for 
mourning. I give, devise, and bequeath unto 
Daniel Wright of ^OlC^t^ttVr the Meeting- 
house, Eurying-grounds, and all the houses upon 
the premisses, at f^e l^ttj^e in ^Ol^t^UVf 
for the term of his natural life ; and after his 
decease, I give and bequeath the same unto my 
Executrix, her heirs and assigns, for ever. All 
other my estate, of what nature or kind soever, 
both real and personal, I give, devise, and 
bequeath imto my dear and loving wife Minor 
Davis, her heirs, executors, administrators, and 
^assigns, for ever. And I do hereby nominate, 
constitute and appoint,* my said dear and loving 
wife sole Executrix of this my last "Will and 
Testament ; hereby revoking and making void all 
former and other "Wills, by me at any time, or in 
4ny other manner, heretofore made. I publish 
and declare this only to be my last "Will and 
Testament. In witness whereofj I, the said 
Joseph Davis, have hereimto set my hand and seal, 
this twentieth day of April, in the year of our 
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rogative Court of Canterbury, (" 103 Bed- 
ford,") compared therewith by me ; also a 
true translation of the Probate Act^ as 
extracted by me from the Eegister in 1842> 
in stead of the inaccurate abstract thereof^ 
contained in the said Office-copy. Made 
and examined by me, 

V. H. Black, F.S.A., 
J^etired Assistant deeper of 
Public BecordSf 8fe. 
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- Jlztiaots of the Elections or Appointments of 

Cmste at HHI fartr, 

In the life-tune, and npon the decease, of 

JOSEPH DAVIS, 

^Father and Son, tespectively, from 1700 to 1732. 



^rat entry ; the text being in the handtoriting of 
Joeeph Davis ^ senior: — 

"Whereas by Indenture, nnder the hands and 
seals of Joseph Ba/vis the elder, Renry Sowrshey^* 
Peter Zaurenoe, John Savage^ Thomas Slater the 
elder,f Judah Qadhury^ Joseph Davis the younger, 
William Sailer, and John Moore, made the third 
day of February, in the twelfth year of the reign 

♦ Henry Soubsbey was then, and for many years 
had been, the ordained Elder of the Congregation. 

t Thomas Slates, senior j of Dorking, was great- 
grand-father of my father-in-law, and predecessor, 
Elder WUliam, Slater^ who died in 1819. His son 
Thomas ^JjAtzr, junior, of London, — who attended 
with Elder Savage at the Salters' Hall Synod, in 1719, 
and who with him formed part of the famous majority 
for the Bible against human Creeds, — ^was not a 
Trustee, but was > Supervisor and Auditor of the 
Trustees' Accounts. (W. H. B.) 
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of our sovereign lord William the Third, King of 
England, &;c.y Anno Domini 1700, (relation there- 
unto, it may more fully appear ;) It is declared 
that, within fourteen days after the death of any 
one of the Trustees there named, the survivors 
of him or them, or the major numher, shall meet 
together to elect such person that is of and belong- 
ing to the said Congregation as they shall think 
£t, to be Trustee or Afisbciate in the room and 
stead of him deceased. Accordingly, for as muck 
as John Mooee departed this life ihe 25th of 
February, 170 J ; March the eight following, the 
major number of the Trustees for the premisses, at 

Mill fSt^tH in fSioohtmW^ dFU1»»t 

did unanimously make choice of John Shzxh, 
linen-draper, in the Parish of Aldgate, and 
Oounty of Middlesex, as Trustee or Associate, in 
the room and stead of the said John Moos£, 
Witnessed by our hands, 

[Signed] Joseph Da/ois^ the elder. 

Peter Lawrence. 

Senry Sourabey. 

Thomas Slater. 

John Savage, 

Joseph Davis, junior. 
And accordingly was presented this 22nd of 
March, HOJ. 
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-j' [9igaed] Nteholoi Mayo. 

ThomoB Qtbhom. 

Thomas Marpar* 

JohnLe Fasseur. 
Second entry, written by Gadbury: — 
"Vnxereas John Smiths who was formerly a 
TruBtee, was excluded the Church, Janu. 6th| 
1701; the Trustees undermentioned have un- 
animously chosen Joseph Suubleton iu his stead, 
for a Trustee, this 9th of June, 170 J. Witness 
their hands, 

[Signed] Joseph Davis, the elder. 

Feter Laurence. 

William Sailer. 

John Savage, 

Judah Gadbury. 

Jos. Davis, junior. 

Henry Soursbey.^ 
Third entry, written by Dumbleton: — 
Whereas Mr. Joseph Dayis, senior, who departed 
this life February the 16th 170f, who was a 
principal Trustee about the concern of JUiU 
i^fttllt the Trustees under named have unani- 
mously chosen brother William Stead, a Member 
of this Congregation, in his place ; who was pub- 

* There is no presentment, or declaration in Chnrch- 
meeting, recorded in this case. 
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licly declared a Trustee to tbe Cliurcli, at their 
Chnrch-meetmg at JtliU ^Mlff March the 2iid, 
170f. "Witness our hands, 

[Signed] Jos. i)avU, 

Henry Sourshey. 
John Savage, 
William Sailer. 
Joseph DumUeton. 
Fourth entry f written hy Stead: — 
"Whereas Mr. Henet Souesbey, Elder of the 
Congregation, departed this life, Septemher 8, 
1711, who was a Trustee of iHtU ^atli: the 
Trustees undermentioned hare unanimously chosen 
Bro. John Hatdon, a Memher* in this Congre- 
gation, in his stead and place, for a Trustee of 
i»tll »arll,this 17 Sept. 1711. 

(Signed by eight Trustees, includiog Joseph 
Davis; declared 30 Sept. 1711.) 

Fifth entry ^ written hy Stead: — 
"Whereas Mr. Thomas Slater^ senior, of Darking,, 
departed this life the 21 April, 1712, who was a 
Trustee of mill W^Vhl the Trustees under- 
named have unanimously chosen our belored: 

• The reason why a private Member was substituted 
for an ordained " Elder," on this occasion, is evident ; 
John Savage, who succeeded as Elder, being already 
a Trustee under the Deed of 1700-1* 
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Elder,* Mr. John Mattlden, in the stead and 
place, for a Trustee of iHill VaVlif this 5tli 
May, 1712. 

(Signed by six Trustees, including Joseph 
Davis ; declared 5 May, 1712.) 
Sixth entry J written hy Stead: — 
Whereas Mr. "Wm. Salleb, of Hackney, departed 
41iis life the 26 May, 1713, who was a Trustee 
«f ffSMl ITfttli: the Trustees undernamed 
have unanimously chosen our Brother Nicn. 
Mayo, in the stead and place of the above deceased 
Wm. Saller, for a Trustee [of] fiUxM YWH^ 
this 7th June, 1713. 
(Signed by the eight Trustees, including Joseph 
Davis; declared 28 June, 1713.) 

Seventh entry, written hy Stead: — 
"Whereas our Elder, Mr. John Maulden, in 
King's Street, departed this life the 17 Eeb. I7tt, 
who was a Trustee for fiHUl ¥atli: the 
Trustees undermentioned have unanimously 
chosen our Bro. Wm. "Wbight,! in the stead and 

♦ This election was made before the Deed Poll of 
1717, which constitutes the ordained Elder (or *' Minis- 
ter, Preacher, and Teacher,") a Trustee by virtue of 
liis office, even if the earlier Deed did not contain a 
like provision, 

t The same reason as in Haydon's case, applies to 
to this election ; Elder Savage being already a Trustee 
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place of the above deoeased JoHir MAULDExr, for 
a Trastee of fOill PsrK ; this 28 Feb. 17)^. 
(Signed by Joseph Davis and six other Trustees; 
declared 6 ^ar. 1714-5.)! 
Eighth entry, written hy Stead: — 
"Whereas Mr. Pexeb Lattbence departed this life the 
18 September, 1716, who was a Trustee for 
fHVX PatK; the Trustees undermentioned have 
unanimously chosen our Ero. John Le Yasseitk, 
in the stead and place of the above deoeased 
Petee liAtmENCE, for a Trustee of fSiyW ParH^ 
this 24 September, 1716. 
(Signed by six Trustees, not including Davis; 
the declaration made 7 Oct., and signed by 
John Savoy e, then Elder.) 

Mnth entry, written hy Stead: — 
"Whereas our Bro. !N'icholas Mayo, departed this 
life June 24, 1720, who was a Trustee for 
fiiill Part! ; the Trustees undermentioned have 
unanimously chosen our Bro. Isaac Gibbs, in the 
room and place of the above deceased Nicholas 
Mayo, for a Trustee for ;^jll Part, London, 
December 4, 1720. 
(Signed by six Trustees, Joseph Davis included ; 
the declaration made 4 Dec. 1720, and signed 
by William Stead.) 
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Ibnth entrjff written hy Stead: — 
"Whereas our Bro. Johit Sayage, senior, departed 
this life the '20 March, 1720, who was a Trustee 
for fSLiW ParK, and Elder of the said Congre- 
gation; the Trustees undermentioned hare unani- 
mously chosen our Bro. Thomas Koble, in the 
room and place of the above deceased John 
Sayage, for a Trustee of fBiWl Parll» until we 
have a[u] Elder of the said Congregation, who is 
to be one of the Trustees. London, Feb. 5, 1721. 
(Signed by Joseph Davis and six other Trustees ; 

declared 4 March, 1721.) 

Meventh entry ^ written hy Gadbury : — 
January 7th 172f. Whereas the clause in the 
Deed of Trust for -ffiWl garl!,* that declares 
the Elder of ^Ijll garH Church a Trustee for 
"ffLWl Parll» was read; and Bro. Eobebt 

* That clause in the Deed Poll of 31 July, 1717, is 
recited in the Master's Separate Report in '* Att^ Gen. 
V. Slater," thus : — ** And it was thereby farther 
" declared by the said Joseph Davis, John Savage, 
*' Judah Gadhvry, Joseph Ihimhleton, William Stead, 
** John Haydon, Nlcliolas Mayo, William, Wright^ and 
^* John Le Fiw^ewr, that, after the death of the said 
" John Savage, or his ceasing to be the Minister, 
" Preacher, or Teacher of the said Congregation, every 
" other succeeding Minister, Preacher or Teacher of 
" the said Congregation, to be chosen by the said Oon- 
"gregation, should, upon his being elected their 
" Minister, Preacher or Teacher, by the said Congre- 
"gation, become and be, and without any farther or 
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CoENTHWAiTE being ordained to that office, March, 
the 8th last past ; it is now declared and published 
that he is one of the Trustees, according to tlie 
said Seed of Trust. 

(Signed by four Trustees, viz : — Gadhury^ Dumhle- 

ton, Stead, Le Vasseur ; farther declaration 

made **at the Church-meeting," 7 January, 

1727-8.) 

Twelfth entry, written hy Stead: — 

Whereas John Hatdon, senior, departed this life 

the 19 October, 1731, who was a Trustee for 

-ffiJM parH; the Trustees undermentioned have 

unanimously chosen* Mr. Tho. Noble in the 

room and place of the above deceased John Hay- 

" particular election or choice, be adjudged and taken 
** to be, an Assistant or Associate in the room of such 
** preceding Minister, Preacher or Teacher, in the 
<< dii^)osing of the residuum or overplus, or such parts 
« thereof as aforesaid, and also in the choosing all 
" other Trustees, Assistants, or Associates, thereafter 
**to be chosen, during so long time as he should 
** continue to be the Minister, Preacher, or Teacher of 
" the said Congregation, and no longer." The like 
clause was also reported to be contained in all the 
successive Trust Deeds. (Report dated 31 January, 
1823 ; compare Report, dated 18 July, 1823.) 

• That is, a second time ; he having gone out of 
office upon the ordination of Elder Cor/vthwaUe, by 
the express limitation of his former election ; tho 
number of Trustees being limited to ninej before 1754, 
when they were reduced to seveuj by special order of 
the Congregation, and by the Conveyance and Deed 
Poll of 30-31 January, 1755. 
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DOIT, for a Trastee of fRHl garH, being a 
Member of the Congregation of iHill ParlT. 
London, Apr. 2, 1732. 

(Signed by Elder Gornthwaite, and six other 
Trustees; declared 16 April, 1732.) 
Thirteenth entry, written ly Elder Cornthwaite: — 
Whereas our honored Brother Joseph Davis, Esq., 
departed this Hfe the 9th of March, 1732 ; who 
was a Trustee for -ffiJM Parli; the Trustees 
undermentioned have unanimously chosen William 
Tempest, Esq., in the room and place of the 
above deceased Mr. Joseph Davis, for a Trustee of 
fRill Patll» being a Member of the Congre- 
gation of ;^iU parH. London, September 3, 1732. 
(Signed by Elder Cornthwaite, and five other 
Trustees, viz : — Stead, Dumbleton, Wright, Le 
Vassew, and Gibhs; declared 1 October, 1732.) 
The foregoing extracts contain true copies of the 
text of all the Elections of Trustees to the year 
1732 inclusively, as recorded in the old Church 
Book of the MiU Yard Congregation, in my 
custody; (excepting the modernization of 
spelling;) and also true statements of the 
Signatures, and of the dates of the several 
Declarations, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Trust. Examined by me, 

W. H. Black, F.S.A., 
Ordained Elder, and Trustee ex officio. 
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or 

JOSEPH DAVIS, Father and Son, 

and their friends, 

TS THE 

Here lies the Body of 

a faithfull witness in the cause of Christ by 
near ten years Imprisonment in Oxford CasUe 
having overcome by the Blood of the Lamb 
and the Holy "Word & Testimony: who departed 
this life the 16 February 1707 in the blessed hopes 
of a Joyful resurrection to the Kingdom of Glory 

in the 79 year of his Age. 
Here also lies the Body of M"® Ann Davis. 

Also the Body of M^. John Mookb. 

Here also lies the body of M'. Joseph Davis 

only Son and heir of the abovementioned 

M^. Joseph Davis, who died much lamented the 

Ninth day of March 1731 in the Sixty Ninth 

year of his Age. 
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Here also lies the Body of 

3f« WILLIAM STJEAB 

^ho departed this life the 28 May 1754, 

Aged 71 years.* 

William Watsoit Stead Ob*: 10 

May 1766 JStat. 12. 
M»»: Eliz»: Stead Ob*. 2 : April 1769 
JStat. 45. 
Here also is Interr'd the Body of 
WILLIAM STEAD Esq'- 
who departed this Life Juno 4. 1782 
Aged 62 Years. 
M"* Mart Llewelyn 
Died the'27*»» June 1786 1 
The foregoing is a true and exact copy of the 
Inscriptions upon the blue lime-stone ledger, 
coyering the tomb aforesaid, as entered in 
the MiU Yard Register "B,'' ff. 6-7, and 
compared with a rubbing of the original and 
with the stone itself. On the southern side 
of the tomb is a pannel of Portland stone, 
from which imperfect Inscriptions, commem- 
orating three of the second William Stead's 
children, were transcribed in 1840, (lb. f. 8,) 
but they are now illegible. 

W. H. Black, F.S.A., 
Mder^ and IhuUe ex officio. 

* Thus f ftr appears to be the work of the first artist, 
t Ending thus abruptly. 
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LEVIED BY 

WILLIAM BURTON, 

Hoir at Lav of 

JOSEPH DAVIS, 

For the final settlement of the Mill Yard Estates 
in his Devisees. 

CH— I— R— O— GRAPH. 

This is the Final Concord, made in the Court 
of the Lord the King at Westminster, from the 
day of Holy Trinity to three weeks, in the sixtE 
year of the reigns of George the Second, (from 
the conquest) by the grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of 
the Faith &c. ; before Robert Eyre, Robert Price, 
Alexander Denton, and John Fortescue Aland, 
Justices, and other the Lord the King's faithfcd 
men then there present; — Between William 
Stead, Joseph Dumbleton, and "William Weight, 
gentlemen, plaintiffs, and William BxriiToiy, 
gentleman, deforciant ; — Of the Manor of S^tttU 
i&^plt^tlff with the appurtenances ; and of 
two messuages, one cottage, ouq malt-house,. 
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three bams, three stables, three gardens, 
three orchards, 200 acres of land, 30 acres of 
meadow, 110 acres of pasture, 60 acres of wood, 
annual rent of 67. 58. 2d,, and common of pasture 
with the appurtenances, in the parishes of ILittl^ 

finavlt^tttff extat fiaapumtff and)peib^ 

maW^; also of the Rectory of ILittle fiHa^lti^ 

^tttff 'witb the appurtenances, in the county of 
lEMtXf and of 15 messuages, 6 cottages, and 3 
roods of land, with the appurtenances, in the 
parishes of Saint Mary Matfellon otherwise 
im^iU et^aWtllf and Saint Paul Sl^att^ 
tHellt in the county of |ntI)inU0eX* Whereof a 
plea of covenant was summoned between them, in 
the same Court ; to wit, that the aforesaid "William. 
Burton acknowledged the aforesaid Manor, tene- 
ments, rent, and common of pasture, and Eectory, 
with the appurtenances, to be the right of him 
William Stead, as those which the same William, 
Joseph, and William Wright have, of the gift of 
the aforesaid William Burton ; and them he hath 
remitted and quitclaimed, from himself and his 
heirs, to the aforesaid William Stead, Joseph, and 
William Wright, and to the heirs of him William 
Stead, for ever. And moreover the same WilHam 
Burton hath granted, for himseK and his heirs. 
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that they shall warrant to the aforesaid William. 
Stead, Joseph, and William Wright, and to the 
heirs of him William Stead, the aforesaid Manor, 
tenements, rent, common of pasture, and Rectory, 
with the appurtenances, against the aforesaid 
William Burton and his heirs, for ever. And for 
this acknowledgement, remission, quitclaim, war- 
ranty, fine, and concord, the same William Stead, 
Joseph, and William Wright, have given to the 
aforesaid William Burton, 13001. of sterlings. 

According to form of Statute. 

The first proclamation was made on the 28th day 
of June, in the term of Holy Trinity, in the 
sixth year of the King within-written. The 
second proclamation was made on the 23rd day of 
November, in the term of Saint Michael, in ihe 
sixth year of the King within-written. The third 
proclamation was made on the eighth day of 
February, in the term of Saint Hilary, in the 
sixth year of the King within-written. " The 
fourth proclamation was made the nineteenth day 
of April, in Easter term, in the sixth year of 
the King within-written." 
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The foregoing is a true Translation (excepting 
the fourth proclamation, which was written 
in English, after the nse of Latin, in Eecords, 
had been abolished by Statute of 6 Geo. II. 
c. 26,) of a copy made and certified by me, 
from tiie Chirograph, or Poot of the Fine afore- 
said, remaining of record in the Public Becord 
Office; examined by me, 

W. H. Black, F.8.A., 
JHetired Assistant Keeper of 
Public Beeords. de. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92 



APPENDIX, 



*^* The following communications, between the 
Mill Yard Congregation, and the Charity Com- 
missioners, acting under Statute 16 & 17 Vict. 
c. 137, (1853,) are referred unto at page xii. of 
the Preface to this Publication, and are neces- 
sarily placed here. 



No. 1. Memorial to the Commissicners^ dated 
19 Feb. 1856. 

In the Matter of the MiU Yard Trust Estates, 
which were the subject of the Information 
" Attorney General v. Slater." And in the Matter 
of the Keligious Foundation or Indowment, com- 
monly called " Davis's Charity." ' 

To the Charity Commissioners for 
England and Wales. 

The Memorial of WiLLlAM Henky 
Black, of Mill Yard, Goodman's Fields, 
in the Parish of Whitechapel, and County 
of Middlesex, Protestant Dissenting Min- 
ister, and of Hareiot Slater Black 
his Wife, showeth, — 

1. That your Memorialist William Henry 
Black, is the Elder and Pastor, or " Minister^ 
Teacher, and Preacher," of " a certain Congregationr 
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^f Dissenting Protestants^ that keep and observe the 
Seventh Day Sabbath^ commonly called Saturday^ 
meeting for the public worship of God in a certain 
Meeting-House in Mill Yard aforesaid, founded 
by the said Congregation in or about the year 
1693 ; that the said Congregation is a regularly 
constituted Christian Society, of the denomination 
(among themselves) of " Sabbath - keepers^^* or 
(among their fellow Dissenters) of " Seventh-Day 
General-Baptists;'^ which hath existed in unin- 
terrupted succession as such separate Society, in 
the said Parish of Whitechapel^ about 200 years ; 
and that he was duly and unanimously chosen to 
the Offices of Morning and Afternoon Preacher 
of and by the said Congregation, in the year 
1840, and was (after the manner of the said Pro- 
testant Dissenters) ordained Elder in the same 
jear ; and that he is, in right and by virtue of 
his said Office or Offices, a Trustee of the said 
Trust Estates, or of some or one of them, piu-- 
suant to the provisions and appointments of the 
Foundation-Deeds thereof. 

2. That your Memorialist, Harriot Slater 
Black, is, and for many years past hath been, 
a duly recognized Member of the said Congrega- 
tion or Society, and is lineally descended from 
some of the origuial Founders of the said Meet- 
ing - House and Trust Estates ; her ancestor 
Thomas Slater, senior, having been one of the 
original Contributors to the building of the said 
Meeting.House, and one of the first Trustees thereof 
appointed in the year 1 700, and one of the Legatees 
or Devisees of the Estates given for the Indowment 
thereof by Joseph Davis, senior, (his particular 
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friend, and the Treasurer of the said Congregation,) 
and having been one of the persons by whom the 
Trusts of those Estates were framed, settled, and 
declared ; and his son THOMAS Slater, junior, 
having been one of the first Auditors and Super- 
visors of those Trast-Estates, and a Preacher 
and Secretary or Scribe in the said Congregation ; 
and his grandson JOHN SLATER, senior, having 
been a Trustee of all the said Trust- Estates ; and 
his great - grandson, your said Memorialist's 
father, the late Eeverend William Slater, 
having been from the year 1777 a Trustee of the 
said Estates, and from 1785 the "Minister, 
Teacher, and Preacher" of the said Congrega- 
tion, until his death in 1819 ; and her uncles John 
and Joseph Slater having also been Trustees 
of the said Estates, and the former of them 
Treasurer and Acting Trustee thereof, and a 
Deacon of the said Congregation. 

3. That your said Memorialist's said father 
William Slater, and her aunt Mary Slater, 
were the Defendants in the original Information 
intitled as above; and that her mother, ELIZA- 
BETH Slater, was the sole Defendant in the 
revived Information, which was dismissed, after 
Decree, Reports and Orders therein made, and by 
which (so far as agreeable to the Foimdation- 
, Deeds) these Estates ought to be governed, in the 
year 1825. 

4. That, by the Foundation-Deeds, the quali- 
fication of a Trustee is strictly limited to Member- 
ship in the said Congregation at MiU Yard^ during 
such Membership and no longer; and that the 
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peculiar nature of the Trusts requires that they 
should be administered by such persons only, as 
agree in religious profession with the said Con- 
gregation, and enjoy its confidence. 

5. That from the year 1825, there has not 
been one duly qualified Trustee of these Estates 
acting in the management thereof ; but that your 
said Memorialist's cousin Joseph Slater^ jimior, 
(son of her said uncle JOSEPH Slatee,) having 
out of malice against his imcle and minister, her 
said father, and out of opposition to the religious 
principles of the said Congregation, and with a 
view to the annoyance and detriment thereof, filed 
the said Infonnations against her said father, 
aunt, and mother, as Relator, forsook his Mem- 
bership in the said Congregation, and conformed 
to the Church of England, nevertheless retaining 
his Trusteeship ; and, after her said father's death, 
procured his own private friends to be appointed 
Trustees, not one of whom belonged to, or was 
known or friendly to the said Congregation, and 
some of whom were Swedenborgians, or otherwise 
of cx)nflicting reli^ous principles, and practises 
repugnant to the said Congregation, and who mani- 
fested the most bitter hostility to the said Congre- 
gation and its interests and kindred institutions, 
and have used every endeavour for many years 
past to discourage, annoy, subvert, and ruin the 
said Congregation and institutions, which the said 
Estates were given and founded to maintain. 

6. That not one of the persons now acting, or 
.professing to act, in the management of the Tmst 
Estates and Funds, is known to your Memorialists, 
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(except that one Mr. Henry John Wyatt has been 
seen two or thnee times by your Memorialist 
Harriot Slater Black;) and that repeated 
endeavours have been made to obtain a transfer of 
the said Estates and Funds to other persons who 
have been chosen and appointed by the said Con- 
gregation as Tnistees, in conformity (as nearly 
as possible) with the directions and provisions of 
the Fbundation^Deeds ; but that all such endea- 
vours have been vain, and the applications and 
remonstrances of your Memoriahsts and of the 
said Congregation have been treated with inso- 
lence and contempt ; and that your Memorialists 
believe that the said Estates and Funds are dealt 
with at the mere will and pleasure of the said 
Mr. Wyatt^ and his Solicitor Mr. Alfred G. HohieSy 
of 25, Great James Street, Bedford Row, and one 
Mr. Brewster^ who holds the Maplestead Estate, 
and who, when applied to by the Congregation 
touching the terms of his holding, answered, that 
" a man was not bound to answer questions tend- 
ing to crtmanate * himself." 

7. That your Memorialist William Henry 
Black, though (as aforesaid) a Trustee by virtue 
of his office^ f l^^th never been permitted to act as 

[* So spelt in the original letter. The writer is, or 
was, a Magistrate of the County of Essex 1] 

[t His right and title to be acknowledged as such 
Trustee was fully proved, in a long and special Letter 
to the Secretary of Charities, dated 11—12 Feb., 1869 ; 
and " the fact " was admitted by the Commissioners, 
in their Secretary's answer dated the 1 Sth ; and an 
Order previously made by them was amended accord- 
ingly. See also pp. 83 — 84, for evidence of this right.1 
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Trostee ; but that all documents and information 
touching the affairs of the Trust have been with- 
holden from him, even when required for the 
legitimate use of the Congregation, and for the 
purposes of history. 

8. That, by the Foundation-Deeds, it is pro- 
vided thcU the Trustees and all succeeding Trustees^ 
-shall yearly give or tender an Account of their 
Receipts and Disbursements; but that no such 
Accounts, or any Accounts whatsoever, have beea 
given, tendered, or rendered, by any persons acting 
^as Trustees, since the year 1825; but, on the 
contrary, have been repeatedly refused, when de- 
manded by the said Congregation, and by your 
Memorialist as Minister and Trustee ex officio^ and 
by the duly appointed Auditors and Supervisors 
of the said Congregation, and by their Soli- 
citors. 

9. That an Abstract, or pretended Abstract 
of the Trust Accounts, for six years (1829 — 1834,) 
was laid before the late Conmiissioners of Chari- 
ties, and remains among their original Papers in 
the Rolls Chapel Record OflBce ; and that a brief 
Summary of the same was printed in their Thirty- 
second Report ; * but that such Account is fabric 
cated and untrue^ one sum of £700 not having 
been brought to account therein, which was paid 
to and received by the then Acting Trustees, in 



* Thirty-second Report, part vi. pp. 870—873. Mr. 
Humfrey, who wrote the special Report on this Charity, 
was misinformed in several respects. For instance, we 
neither" call ourselves, nor are we properly called, 
" Sabbatarians." 
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the middle of that period;* and that, consequently^ 
the balances brought over from year to year, in 
such pretended Account, are fallacious, 

10. That the Scheme, settled by the Court of 
Chancery in the above-mentioned Information, 
hath never been duly carried out ;t that sums of 

* [Among the " Diabursements " of 1831, in that 
" Abridged Account," are two items charged, for " Mr. 
Parker's commission on sale of oak-bark, £6 13«. 6^2," 
and "Do. for selling oak-trees & stripping bark, £34 
2*. 0<f." But among the " Receipts" there is only one 
item, thus:— "Mr. Pa/rker, for oak-bark, £133 13*. 6J." 
The timber Uself was purchased Jyy Mr, J ohm, SemeU, the 
former lessee^ who tola me and my Wife^ at Halstead, 
that he paid £700, for it, into the hands of Mr, John 
James Park^ (one of the Trustees of 1823,) in London, 
and that he had documents to prove the payment. No 
trace of this large payment occurs in the Accounts of 
1881 -2 -8-4; and that for 1836, though demanded, 
was never delivered to Mr. Humfrey, who noted on the 
margin of the two disbursements for commission " Omit 
and deduct from proceeds." This he did, in his Sum- 
mary. By so doing, he neglected to observe that the 
timber did not appear to have been paid for ; and he pre- 
vented the discovery of the embezzlementy until I found 
the original paper, with his notes, in the Public Record 
Office, procured an office-copy thereof, and inquired 
into the matter. W. H. B.] 

t [The annual Payments, then approved, amount to 
£810. only ; and the annual Income was alleged to be 
£678., leaving a Surplus of £268., or nearly one half. 
3ut, in fact, the Court was misinformed in the Master's 
Report of 31 Jan. 1823 ; for the value of the Tithes, of 
the casual profits of the Manor, and of the Umber 
(which alone had sometimes produced more than £100. 
a year) was studiously concealed. Before my Predeces- 
sor's death in 1819, the Master had reported the sworn 
annual value, toxmd. upon Survey, to be £842. lis. 2d,, 
exclusively of Fines and Timber. Yet, out of all this 
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money have been and are systematically with- 
holden from the Cestui - qui - Trusts ; that the 
" Sm:plus-Fmid," which now ought to exceed the 
smn of £10,000, is denied to exist; and that a 
large sum of money is now due to your Memo- 
rialist William Henry Black, which hath 
been increasing from the year 1846 to the present 
time ; and that, owing to the abusive treatment 
which he hath received, and the arbitrary and 
capricious behaviour of the persons calling them- 
selves " Trustees," and their Agents, he hath 
not been able so much as to obtain payment of 
his salary, and the expenses of the said Congrega- 
tion and Meeting-House at Mill Yard^ excepting 
tiirough his Sohcitors, for nine years past. 

11. All which, and many other abuses and 
grievances, your Memorialists are able and ready 
to prove, and would have proved to the Court of 
Chancery long ago, had not their Counsel refused 
to prepare or sanction a Petition or Information 
in their joint names as Petitioners or Eelators, 
and required certain other persons to join in the 
Proceedmgs who were averse to litigation. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, hearing 
that there is, or is supposed to be, some 
Proceeding before yoiu* Board, touching 
the Trust-Estates, Funds, and Matters 
aforementioned; humbly submit that they 

income, the little Scheme of £310. was never wholly 
paid, until I compelled it in 1840. How and where had 
the " Surplus " been squandered away, by the two 
SlaterSy the two ParkSj and Clover the last Survivor of 
1823, (whose oppressions, frauds, and falsehoods are 
carefully recorded at Mill Yard) and by those who have 
followed them ? W. H. B.] 
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are intitled to be informed thereof, and to 
be heard therein, by themselves, their 
Solicitors and Connsel ; and that in the 
mean time all Proceedings, without their 
knowledge, should be stayed or sus- 
pended ; cmd that an Inquiry into the said 
Charity aught to take place^ for the dis^ 
covery and remedy of the great abuses 
which they hereby allege; and they pray 
that this their Application may not be 
rejected for want of formality, (being 
very suddenly made,) but that they may 
be allowed to amend, enlarge, and vary 
this their Application, as the case may 
require. 

(Signed) William Henet Black. 
Haeriot Slater Black. 
15, MiU Yard, 
Goodman's Fields, 
19 February, 1855.* 

* [This Document was afterward approved by the 
Congregation, at a Special Meeting holden at Mill 
Yard, 4 March, 1855, in the following Resolution, 
which was made and declared under its public Seal: — 

"It was unanimously resolved. That the Memorial 
lately presented to the Charity Commissioners by the 
Elder and his Wife, touching the Trust-Estates of this 
Congregation, and the Account Cursent since made out 
and transmitted to Mr. A. G. Holmes, showing a balance 
of £602 1S<. llii. due to the said Elder, are fully 
justified and approved by this Congregation." 

Subsequently a farther Account Current, to 4> April 
1859, showing a balance of £929 18«. 10|^. then due to 
the Elder, was approved in Quarterly Meeting, holden 
26 June 1859, under Seal ; no part of which hath been 
since paid; and the debt now due to him is increased to 
£1762 17*. 0J<?., in November 1869.] 
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No. 2. Letter to the Secretary^ accompanying the 
foregoing^ and of same date. 

(Mill Yard Estates, or Davis's Charity.) 

M. Y. G. F. 
Sir, 19 Feb. 1855. 

In consequence of what I have accidentally 
heard, I am induced at once to forward a Memorial 
to the Commissioners of Charities, (hastily drawn 
by myself, and for want of time not shown to mr 
Solicitors,) to prevent such ill consequences as 
have happened on former occasions, when it came 
too late to my knowledge that ProceedingB were 
clandestinely taken in the matter of these Trusts, 
extremely detrimental to my interests, and against 
my known wishes, cautions, and prohibitions. 
Should anything be before your Board, in this 
matter, I eamestiy intreat that the accompanying 
Memorial may be considered,^ before any con- 
clusion be made on an ex parte application from 
others. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) W. H. Black, 

Trustee, &c.. 
Late Assistant-Keeper 
of Pubhc Records. 
To the Secretary of Charities. 

No. 3. Second Letter^ dated the next day, 

M. Y. G. F. 

Sir, 20 Feb., 1855. 

Having occasion to send to you a 
duplicate of my letter of yesterday's date, (my 
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messenger having dropt the original, in going 
from Duke Street to find your new Office,) I take 
the opportunity of inclosing herewith to you a 
readable document, which contains numerous in- 
structive passages, illustrative of the proper 
objects and gross mismanagement of this Charity. 
It is my printed "Account and Claim," dated 
27 July, 1846, which was settled in draught and 
in proof by my late Counsel John Evans, Esq., 
of Lincohi's Inn. 

Of the sum of £889 4^. 9d, therein claimed, 
I have received only £89 Is, Id.; and the moneys 
now due to me from the Trust amount to about 
£600, of which I am preparing a Debtor and 
Creditor Account, to be sent to the person now 
acting as Receiver, in a few days. 

At page 9 you will find a calculation of the 
probable amount of the "Surplus Fund," by 
which it will appear that I have not exaggerated 
the amount in my Memorial ; and I request that 
it may be taken as a Schedule to that document. 

The great mischiefs, in the administration of 
this Trust, consist, (1) in the appointment of 
unqualified^ unknown^ and improper persons as 
" Trustees;^* (2) the refusal to admit the Minister 
to act^ as the Trusts require him to do; (3) the sys- 
tematic refusal to ^^give or tender^* yearly Accounts; 
and (4) the employment of a salaried Receiver^ 
acting also as Attorney and Solicitor of the Trust, 
although the Master's Report forbids a salaiy, and 
directs a per-oentage ; and although for the same 
person to act as both Receiver and Solicitor^ has 
been adjudged irregular and inadmissible. 

Having been iU and confined at home for more 
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than a week, I am prevented from calling at your 
Office to make some inquiries on this and other 
matters, which (however) I hope soon to be able 
to do ; and remain, 

Sir, (&c.,) 

W. H. Black. 
To the Secretary of Charities. 

No, 4. TJie Secretaries answer^ in a printed form. 
Charity Commission, 
8, York Street, St. James's Square, 
21 Feb. 1855. 
^" Millyards or Davis's Ch^.") 
Sir, 

^ I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of yesterday's date, with 3 inclosures, 
which will be submitted to the Board in due 
•course. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Heney M. Vane, 
Secretary. 
W. H. Black, Esq. 

No. 5. Farther Application^ written on printed form 

of heading^ ^c; and dated Ist June^ 1859. 
To the Charity Commissioners for England and' 
Wales. 

In the matter of the Charity called the 

Mill Yard Trust Estates, otherwise called' 

"Davis's Charity," in the Parish of 

Whitechapel, in tiie County of Middlesex. 

The following statements are submitted for the 

consideration of the Board : 
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1. In the year 1855, the undersigned applied 
to yonr Board, by Memorial and Letter, dated the 
19th of February, and by a farther Letter dated 
the 20th, accompanied with a printed Account; 
all which were acknowledged by your Secretary 
to have been received, on the 2l8t of the same 
month. 

2. We therein stated our right and grounds 
for making such Apphcation, under the circum- 
stances therein mentioned ; and we demanded an 
Inquiry into the management of this Trust or 
Charity, instances of the gross abuses whereof 
we alleged and were ready to prove. 

3. We have never been informed (as we re- 
quested) whether any and what Proceedings were 
taken before your Board, as we had reason to 
believe were in progress, and to which we de- 
manded to be made parties, or to be cognizant 
and to be kept ipformed thereof; and we have 
reason yet to think that some Proceedings have 
been taken, or are now being had, clandestinely, 
and prejudicially to our rights. 

4. We have applied personally to inspect tha 
yeariy Accounts in your Office; and having seen 
them, we found attached to one of them a Letter,, 
cjontaining (as appears to us) a grave mis-state- 
ment of facts, tending, and (as we think) intended^ 
to mislead and deceive your Accountant, in reply 
to a very proper and important question which he 
had put relating to such Accounts ; and we believe 
that we have the means of proving this our allega- 
tion of falsehood.* 

* [The Accountant and Secretary had required Mr. 
A, O.Holmes, then acting as Becelver and Solicitor^ 
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5. "We now apply for copies of all Accounts 
of this Trust or Charity, filed in your OflSce, (ex- 
cepting those of 1853 and 1854, which we for- 
merly obtained from the Clerk of the Peace;) 
together with the said Letter, and any other 
letters or riders attached thereto. Such copies to be 
made at our expense. 

''to forniBh the particulars of any Proceedings in 
Chancery," Bubseqnent to the Charity Commissioners' 
printed Report of 1837 ; adding " If any Decree or Order 
resulted therefrom, the same should be forwarded for 
registration." His Letter was dated 24 May, 1856 ; and 
Mr. Holmes answered, on 2 June, that, excepting Pro- 
ceedings taken in 1888, for the sale of the ShadweU 
Estate, which he briefly mentions, " There have been no 
Proceedings in Chanoerv since 1837." Thus he denied 
and concealed the fradulent Proceedings which had been 
dandestindy conducted by his father and himself, in 
1842 - 1848, (1) to sanction a mortgage secretly made^ 
a Trustee for one of the so called Trustees of this 
Charity ; (2) to sanction a yast outlay already incurred 
by rebuilding Maplegtead Hall, while the 8hadm>eU 
Bstate (which the Court had ordered to be rebuilt,) 
was allowed to go to ruin ; (3) to confirm an improper 
and improyident lease to tiieir tenant Mr. Brewster ; 
and (4) to authorize the destruction of a certain Wood at 
Maplettead, and the sale of timber to the same person, 
far below its real yalue. Those Proceedings were not 
discoyered by me, until the mischief had been all 
accomplished, and it was too late to appeal against the 
iniquitous Orders of V. C. ShadweU, obtained by Mr. 
Holmes for his Clients, and concealed from me and 
from the Charity Officers. It doth not appear that the 
Commissioners oyer troubled themselyes to inquire into 
these matters; or to support their own intelligent 
Officers. Certain it is that they allowed the Accounts 
of this Charity to remain in arrear, undeliyered; so 
that (though I repeatedly applied) I could not obtain 
copies of the Accounts for the years 1863 to 1867, until 
10 Feb. 1869 ; and that for 1868 had not been deliyered 
in June, 1869. W. H. B.] 
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6. We also apply for permission to inspect, 
and (if needful) to take notes, extracts, or copies, of 
all other Papers in yonr Office, tonclung this Trust 
or Charity ; that we may be advised thereon, for 
the farther protection and prosecution of our rights, 
against the persons who have intruded into this 
Trust, unduly obtained possession of the Estates, 
and usurped the management of this Charity. 

7. We intend, then, to lay before your Board 
such Observations as we may consider, or be 
advised, to be fit and proper, together with a 
farther Application for redress in the premisses, 
and for a full and searching investigation into this 
Trust or Charity, which we and our friends con- 
sider to be the most abused Dissenting Trust in 
England. 

We declare that the above statements are in all 
respects true, according to our information and belief. 
Dated this 1st day of June, 1859. 

(Signed) WiLLUM Heney Black, F.S.A., 
Minister and Trustee ex officio. 
Harriot Slater Black, 
Of 15, Mill Yard, Goodman's Fields, London. 

No. 6. The Secretaries answer^ on printed form. 

Charity Commission, (&c.,) 
June 6th, 1859. 
<The IMQll Yard Trust Estates.) 

Kev*. Sir, I have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Application of the 1st instant, which will' 
be submitted to the Board in due course. 

I have, (&c.,) 
Henry M. Vane, 
The Kev . W. H. Black. Secretary, 
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%* Niimerotifl other commimications, written 
and personal, have taken place, attended by little 
or no practiail effect ; and it is needless to repeat 
them here ; except the latest, which follow : — 



1. An Application, dated 31st May, 1869, 
urgently pressing the necessity of dealing with 
the great abuses of this Charity, which had wholly 
" degenerated into a poHtical and family job ;" and 
requesting the Commissioners to certify this 
Charity to the Attorney General, for an Infor- 
mation ex officio. It concluded by saying that — 

" The objects, sought to be obtained by the 
proposed Information, are as follow :— 

"To stay all proceedings upon any pending 
Summons affecting this Charity. 

" To restrain and amove the Applicants, under 
the said Summons, from acting 'as Trastees;' 
and to appoint new Trustees, duly qualified ac- 
cordingly to the Foundation-Deeds, or approved 
by the Mill Yard Congregation of which they 
ought to be Members. 

" To restrain the Solicitor of the said Appli- 
cants from acting as Eeceiver of the Trust- 
Estates ; and to appoint a new Receiver, to cany 
on the Charity under the subsisting Scheme, until 
a new Scheme be settled. 

" To take the Accounts of this Charity, from 
the time when the former Information ' Att. Gen. 
V. Slater,* was dismissed out of Court; and to 
ascertain what persons (if any) are now liable for 
misappropriation or loss of the revenues of this 
€harity. 

"To pay over and transfer the present balance 
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of cash, and stocks, to the Accountant General, to 
the credit of this Charity. 

" To bring all the Deeds, Evidences, Books,, 
and Documents of this Charity into Court. 

" To inroll the Foundation Deeds, up to 1755, 
inclusively, for safe custody. 

^^To inquire into the loss of the ShadweU 
Estate, and the destraction of the timber and 
woods of the Maplestead Estate ; and to ascertain 
whether any and what person is liable to make 
good the losses thereof to this Charity. 

"To inquire into the letting of the Farms, 
Tithes, and Woodlands, at Little Maplestead; and 
to set aside improper leases thereof. 

"To inquire into the copyholds, thirds of 
timber, fines, quit-rents, and other profits belong- 
ing to the Manor of Maplestead. 

" To inquire into the state of the buildings, 
and want of necessary improvements, at Mill 
Yard. 

"To determine conflicting claims upon this 
Charity, from parties belonging to the Naiton 
Congregation ; and to determine whether the sum 
of £5, payable to the Minister thereof, under the 
Foundation Deeds, be not a fixed and limited 
annuity. 

" To inquire what hath been done ' For pro- 
moting the cause of Truth, and Belief of the 
Household of Faith,* under the Trusts of the 
Estates devised by Joseph Davis, since the 
Scheme was settied in 1828. 

" To settle a new Scheme, regard being had 
(as much as possible) to the ori^nal intents and 
purposes declared by the Foundation Deeds of the- 
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-several Estates at Mill Yard and elsewhere. 

" To provide for the future protection of this 
Charity, from loss and abuse, by means of a per- 
petual Suit in Chancery." 

2. By the Secretary's Letter, dated 9 June, 
1869, the Conmiissioners declined to certify this 
Charity as requested; and this they did in a 
manner that indicates either connivance at the 
scandalous abuses which had been long and re- 
peatedly exposed, or else wilful obstruction to the 
-due course of ^justice, or else great skill in the art 
of doing nothing. 

3. The Commissioners on 22) June made an 
Order for Notice of a new Scheme to be affixed to 
the doors of ^^ the Sabbatarian Dissenting Chapel 
in Mill Yard," &c. ; still persisting in calling us 
^^ Sabbatarian Protestant Dissenters," though they 
well knew that this newfangled term is not in 
«ny of our Deeds or Documents, doth not belong 
to us, and is repudiated by us ; such Order was 
flerv^ and afced 2 Jidy, but was forthwith 
treated as a wanton violation of our rights. 

4. On 22 July, a Letter was sent to the Com- 
missioners, protesting against their Order in the 
strongest manner ; objecting against the intended 
proceedings and scheme ; declaring the applica- 
tion of the term ^^ Sabbatarian " to me as ^' an 
insult," and adding "There is no Sabbatarian 
Chapel at Mill Yard; and the Notice to that 
effect was immediately taken down." 

5. The Secretary's letter (printed form) 
acknowledging the receipt of the foregoing, is 
dated 24 July, 1869. 
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The following is the Manifesto, whereby " the 
MiU Yard Congregation, under its public Seal^ 
denounced the system of doles^^ as mentioned in 
the Preface, p. xi. A sealed copy was sent ta 
the Commissioners, with the aforementioned Ap- 
plication of 31 May, grounded thereupon. 

'' By the Sabbath-keeping Congrega- 
(L.S.) tion in Mill Yard, London^ after Sabbath, 
29 May, 1869. 

" Kesolved, 

"1. That this Congregation, regarding with 
shame and abhorrence the system of pecuniary 
corruption carried on, and farther contemplated, 
by the Nattm People, by the distribution of what 
they call 'doles,' will never consent to such 
misappropriation of the Mill Yard Trust-Funds ; 
and considers that the Nation Congregation hath 
already obtained, from the said Funds, far more 
than its due allowance, and must eventually be 
destroyed, by the continuance of such a system, 
as the Congregation formerly at Eldm Street hath 
been destroyed by it. 

"2. That the whole surplus of the Trust- 
Funds having been always claimed by this Con- 
gregation; and, being urgently required for its- 
own necessities, the intervention of the Attorney 
General be requested, to stay the present Proceed- 
ings in Chancery, — to take the Trust- Accounts 
from 1825, when the former Information was dis- 
missed, — to appoint proper Trustees, — and ta 
prevent farther and future abuse of the Trusts 
connected with this Congregation, by an ex officio 
Information and perpetual Suit in the Court of 
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Chancery ; in which it shall be sought to restrict 
future payments, at Nation^ to the Preacher's 
annuity of £5, fixed and Kmited by our Founders 
in their Trust-Deeds; and to apply the whole 
accumulation and surplus of the Trust- Funds, to 
payment of the debts now due to the Elder, to the 
better support of this Congregation and its Meet- 
ing-House, to the more adequate maintenance of 
its public worship, and to the propagation of its 
principles by means of printing and lecturing, 
accordingly to the express intention and practice 
of the Founders. 

" A trae copy, 

«W. H. BLACK, 
" Elder and Trustee." 

Although the Commissioners have thus treated, 
with contempt and insult, the successive endeavours 
of Mill Yard to obtain justice and equity, for 
more than ten years past ; it is hoped that the 
present Attorney General (the public Advocate of 
Charitable and Religious Foundations,) will no 
longer permit such a scandalous state of things to 
continue, in a free and enlightened country, but 
will boldly take the case into his own hands, at 
once. This month completes the sixtieth t/ear of 
persecution and oppression, endured by Mill Yard 
from the malice of one apostate Member of the 
Congregation, and from his unscrupulous com- 
panions and followers. (November, 1869.) 

FINIS. 
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%* Should the " Mill Yard Publications, for pro' 
mating the cause of Truth" he proceaded with^ it is 
intended not only to reproduce our oldest and lest 
prose literature, hut also to collect S!uch Megies, Medi- 
tations, and Devotional, Historical, or Controversial 
Poems, written hy the Stennbtts, Mauldbn, Elwall, 
Noble, Mary Aiin Noakbs, am4 others, (for the 
most pa/rt remaining in MS. at Mill Yard,} as m>ay 
promMe the principles and interests of the Mill Yard 
Congregation, to which Dr. Chamherlam, Joseph 
DaHs, jRohert Comthwaite, amd William Tempest 
helonged. They will serve to show that we are not the 
simpletons, or hypocrites, or Jews, ornohodies, that 
Dr, Hessey has misrepresented us to he, 

W^ H. BLACK, 

2 June, 1869. 
Mill Yard, 

GoodmxMiCs Melds, 
London, {E), 
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OB, 

"THESE ABE ANTIENT THINGS.". 

(1 Chron. iv. 22.) 

To THE Tune op The HeUtone Forray* 



1. 
There was aa old gent, liv'd at Cranbrooh in Kent, 
And a notable Squire was he — ^he : 
In lore ripe and mellow, and a learned old Fellow 
Of the Royal So-ci-e-tie-e.* 
(Chorus : piano, repeat forte : — ) 
Old m&nCry v^springs^ 
Ofwhm the Bwrd sings ^ 
For " These are antient things," 
2. 
"WiLLiAH Tempest, by name, was of good stock 
and fame. 
Though rogues call him "tempestuous by nature:" 
He would fight against wrong, with his might and 
his tongue. 
And of hypocrites he was the hater. 
Old, ^e. 

* Elected and admitted F.B.S., 1 Dec. 1712. 
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iv. THE BALLAD OF 

3. 

Bred up to the laws,* he studied not flaws, . 

Or quibbles, fair Justice to spite, Sir ; 
They who once heard him speak, or as Counsel or 
Beak,t 

Perceiv'd that his object was right. Sir. 

4. 

The great Charter of John, and the Statutes each 
one. 
He had quite at his Angers' end. Sir ; 
Of the Begister of Writs he well knew the choice 
bits, 
And all pleadings could make or amend. Sir. 

5. 

In hist'ry, geography, and in archsBology, 
This curious old Squire was well vers'd, Sir : 



* He was admitted a Member of the Inner Temple, 
9 May, 1692 ; afterward a Member of the Middle 
Temple, 17 April, 1708 ; and was called to the Bar, 
2 July, 1704. 

t The term Beak, for a Magistrate, was derived from 
the grandfather of my learned and worthy friend Dr. 
Charles Beke, (of Bekesbome House, Kent,) who was 
formerly a resident Magistrate in the Tower Hamlets. 
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8QX7IBE TEIOEST. T» 

IBut deepest his etady had been in chronology, 
Aiid in ethics he might have stood first, Sir. 

6. 
Begolar and firm, he came up every term, 

Though his mansion from London was far, Sir ; 
At night read his papers, by the light of wax tapers, 

And by day stood pleading at the bar, Sir. 

7. 

On Sunday (I trow) far or near would he go, 
To hear most intelligent preachers ; 

Preferring good latitude, to all the vain platitude. 
Or altitude, us'd by some teachers. 
Old, 8fc, 

8. 
He with honest Sam Clieke* had come out of the 
dark. 
"With Ben HoadltI he always had sided ; 

* Dr. Samuel Clarke, the learned and conBcientioiis 
Bector of St. James, Westminster, from 1709 to 1729 ; 
whose Yolmninous and inestimable writings must 
ever be deemed a most important portion of Engli^ 
literature. 

t Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, the glorious Kector of St. 
Peter-le-Poor, in Broad Street ; and Bishop of Bangor, 
Hereford, Salisbury, and Winchester, , successiyely, 
from 1715 to 1761. William Tempest survived him 
only four months. 
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XU THE BALLAD OF 

Will Wabbttbton* too, and Tom SBCKEBf he knew ; 
But by no human being was guided. 
Old, ^c. 

9. 
Por "Article sixt" his attention had fixt,J 

Ever since he first enter'd at College ; 
So he scom'd notions all, and mere '^ faith'' 
{malffrS Paul,||) 
But with James preferred good works and 
knowledge. § 

Old, 8fc. 



♦Dr. William WarbuTton, author of "The Divine 
Legation of Moses," and editor of Pope's inestimable 
Essay, was Bishop of Gloucester from 1760 to 1779. 

t Dr. Thomas Seeker was educated for the ministry 
among Protestant Dissenters ; but, disgusted with the 
narrowmindedness of many of them, he conformed to 
the Church of England ; became Bishop of Bristol in 
1734, of Oxford in 1787, Dean of St. Paul's in 1750, 
and Archbishop of Canterbury from 1758 to 1768. He 
was a profound Biblical scholar, and was the great 
promoter of textual revision, and critical translation 
of the Scriptures. 

X The sixth and nineteenth of the 39 Articles are those 
upon which the Mill Yard Members insist, for defence 
of their own Nonconformity. (^Qucere, Why are the 
Articles 39 in number ? . Answer, Because that is the 
complement of the latitude of Canterbury.: for 51°+ 
S9« = 90°.) • 

II Rom. iii. 27-28. § James.ii.. 8—26. 
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SQTJIBE tEHFEST. VU. 

10. 

Master Jektli, of the EoUs,* lov'd to talk with 
tree souls, 
Such as Tempest, in hall after dinner ; 
From Will WnisTowt *^^ ^i™> ^^ ^P ^ ^® brim, 
He got news both of saint and of sinner. 
Old, 8fe. 

11. 
Thus, when I^oncon. bigots (as Xing Charles) 
drew the spigots. 
And let all the beer ran about,} Sir, 
In the Synod they did call, at the old Salters' 
Hallll; 
WnrsToir told him how ended the rout. Sir. 
OU, §fe. 

12. 
After days of hard fight. Truth and Freedom got 
their right, 
For the bigots could argue no more. Sir. 

♦ Sir Joseph Jekyll, Knight, was Master of the Bolls 
from 1717 to 1788 ; and was preeminent for his liberal 
sentiments and patriotism. 

t William Whiston, M.A., the ejected Mathematical 
Professor of Cambridge, a learned and voluminous 
writer. Though an Episcopalian Clergyman, he advo- 
cated and observed the Seventh-day Sabbath. 

t See Selden's Table Talk, tit. Parliament. 

II In 1719—20. 
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VUl. Tine BAXLAD OB 

Quoth Jekyil, — " Clear majority, (deducting 
minority,) — 
" So the Bible hath beaten btffaur,'' Sir * 
Old, do. 

18. 

These four I must name, and I'll tell whence 

they came : — 

From the ^avbitSin, Btwlovqwr and. Gale,! 

Sir, 

Champions bold who hit hard ; Savage came from 

mmmtOf 

"With Tom Slatee,} men fit to prevail, Sir, 
Old, &o. 



• See Whiston's Memoirs, 1749, 8vo. vol. I. p. 220 ; 
1753, 1. 190. In the latter edition the diyision list is 
omitted by the editor ; Whiston having died 22 Aug. 
1752. 

t Mr. Joseph Burroughs, and Dr. John Gale, two most 
learned, eloquent, and eminent General Baptist Minis- 
ters, belonged to the Barbican G. B. Congregation ; 
whence Joseph Burroughs and James Foster, as its 
Elders, commended and dismissed George Tempest to 
membership at Mill Yard, in June 1732. Dr. Gale 
died in 1721, Burroughs in 1761. 

J John Savage, my predecessor as Elder of Mill Yard 
from 1712 to 1721 ; and the second Thomas Slater, (my 
late wife's ancestor,) Auditor of Davis's Trust, from 
1707 to 1721. These represented Mill Yard in the 
Synod. W. H. B. 
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SQUISE TBHPEST. Iz. 

14. 

*The8e[foiir the Squire knew ; and lie said it waa true, 

That men so brave, learned, and sober, 
Were worthy to be the best friends of the free. 
And to visit him 'fore next October. 
Old, do. 

15. 
When three of them died, Fostee stuck to his side, 
("Modest Posteb" by Pope so commended;*) 
Even Tempest a turn with him would not spurn. 
But would preach when 0lill ^Sitlf he 
attended. 

Old, dc. . 
16. 
Por the friends at fiHUl ^avif (see their Hymn 
on a card,t) 
"When to worship their Maker they seek ; 
Ope their doors but on one day, and that is not 
Sunday, 
But it is the last dwy of the week. 
Old, de. 

* " Let modest Foster, if he will, excell 
" Ten Metropolitans in preaching well. "^Pope's 
Epilogue to Satires, 1 ISl.) 

Dr. Foster occasionally preached to the Mill Yard 
Congregation, as one of its " foreign helps," in Comth- 
waite's and Tempest's time. He died in 1763. 

t So printed, tram the types nsed in the Author's 
" Scriptural Calendar and Chronological Keformer for 
1850/' p. 54 ; and now reprinted at p. zv. 



couuAuaes tne cHaplerTo? 



X. THE BALLAD OF 

17. 
WeUpleafi'dwasfheSqiiire; andhelong'dwithdesiie^ 

Por 80 primitivey pnTe, a commTmion : 
Then all in due order,* he enter'd their border, 
And never repented the union. 
Old, dc. 

18. 
Por, when up in town, he doff'd wig and gown. 
And at jMtU ^Sittf his presence was sure ; 
Unless, to his grief, he must then plead a brief. 
But would give up his fee to the poor. 
Old, dc. 
19. 
What if some thought it strange to behold such 
a change, — 
Now in pulpit, and then at the bar. Sir ? 
You may read stranger thing, that, to hear a wise 

Or an Architectj-f crowds came from far, Sir. 
Old, dc. 

* Baptized by immersion at Cranbrook, 28 March 
1725 ; admitted (by prayer and laying on of hands) at 
Mill Yard, 2 Sept. 1732 ; chosen a Trustee there, 8 Sept. 
and declared 1 Oct. 1732. 

f Neither Jesus of Nazareth, nor Joseph his father, 
was a " Carpenter :" for " tecton " is a Builder or 
Architect. He was descended from Zorobabel son of 
Shealtiel or Salathiel, the divinely approved Architect 
of the second Temple, so often mentioned by Zechariah, 
Ezra and Nehemiah ; and not from the Zorobabel of 
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dQTJIBE TEMPEST. XI. 

20. 

A man ready of speech finds it easy to teach 

Any subject that's all in his pow'r, Sir. 
Only give T^itn a text, and he needs not be vext, 
To discourse of it fully an hour, Sir. 
(Chorus : piano, repeat forte : — ) 
Only give Mm this texfy — 
For he needs not he vext^ — 
^^ And these are antient things*^' 

21. 

Thus he:— "Let each friend to my text well 
attend, 

^ anlf ttft^e aw antient tbing^ ; "" 

'* In the Chronicles writ ; many such a tit-bit 
" Their old Author* delightedly flings. 
(Chorus) Listen well to the text. 
Nor be with it vext, — 
*'And these are antient things.^* 

the royal line, as stated in the fictitious pedigree pre- 
fixed to Matthew's Gospel. Hence, it is probable that 
Nathan (son of Eong David) and all his descendants, 
were Free-Masomt I am truly reported to have said at 
the British Archaeological Congress,%hat '* Joseph was a 
Mason, and not a Carpenter," in The Builder of 29 
Aug. and 12 Sept. 1868, pp. 647, 681 : but I have not 
thought fit to enter into controversy with "W. M.", 
who is dull enough to accept a fabulous story, from the 
apocryphal " Gospel of the Infancy," as if it were a ** fact 
well authenticated I " W, H, B. 

* Ezra, the son, brother, and uncle of High Priests. 
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:qi. the ballad of 

22. 

^' There are chfonicles many, but I know npt any 
'* Our good Bible-hist'ries excelling. 

^'Authors older than Moses, wliat mortal supposes? 
'^ What old nairatives have we more telling ? 
Liden, de. 

23. 
*^ Talk of laws good and wise ? If ye wear out 
your eyes 
'* "With reading, ye'll never find better 
** Than what Moses wrote ; and there's a good note 
" Saying, Dearer than gold is each letter.^ 
Insten, do. 

24. 
<< Human laws old may be; — ^Bracton, Glanvill, 
andEle- 
'*-ta, Justinian, Papinian, and Tully; 
''And the Greeks; — ^what's their age, compared 
with the page 
" That's older a thousand years folly ? 
List&n, de. 

25. 

" Sunday-keeping is old ; but I'm not too bold, 
" When I say that God's Sabbath is older : 

* Psalm xix. 10 ; Psalm cxiz. 72. 
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SQUIBS TEMPEST. XUl. 

" Eepeal'd it was never ; the Command stands as^ 
ever, 
" "Written large before every beholder.* 
Listen, dc. . 
26. 
f ' Infent-baptism*s old, they say ; but I'm bold 

" To declare it a modem invention, t 
"We read tffomm and mm\ were all dipped, and 
then 
" Of no children we find any mention. 
Idsten, dc. 

27. 

" So this is the way to be safe, — To obei/\\ 
" What is written^ : that rule is the surest. 

" Tradition is vain^ : we may always obtain, 
"Prom the fountain-head, water the purest." 
Listen^ dc. 

* Mill Yard Meeting is the only Protestant Dissent- 
ing place of worship where the Ten Commandments are 
inscribed on the wall, as in Parish Churches. They are 
now in gold letters, on two large tablets between the 
windows of the gallery: but, before the destmctlYe 
fire of 1790, they were on a tablet fixed on one side of 
the pulpit, and on the other side was the memorable 
passage in Matt. v. 17 — ^20, with the usual motto of the 
Mill Yard Congregation from Eev. ziv. 12. 

t See Selden*s Table Talk, tit. BaptUm. 

% Matt. iii. 5, 6. Acts ii. 41 •; viii. 12. 

II 1 Sam. XV. 22. 

§ Matt. xix. 18—21 ;*Luke x. 25—28 ; xviiL 18—22. 

1 Mark vii. 5—13. ". 
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^y. THE BALLAD OP S^TJIBE TEMPEST. 

28. 

Bo argued the Squire ; and if you require 

From his great-greai-graudsOA to know, Sir/- 
Whether truthful my song be, go ask Dr. Loholet, 
Archbishop of Canterb'ry, now, Sir.* 

(Chorus) Thm come laeh to jMtU 9W^f 
And ask for the Bard^ 
Who cm prove ^^ These are anttent 
thingsy 

W. H. BLACK, P.S.A., 
fEari Bda.) 

MiU Yard, 

3—4 May, 1868. 



• Dr. Charles Longley died (since this Ballad was 
written and sung,) 27 Oct. 1868, aged 74. (See The 
JtegisteTf 1.4/0.') Mis father was Becorderof Roches- 
ter, and his grandfather was a Dissenting Physician 
there, who married Elizabeth Tempest, daughter or 
grand-daughter of our Squire : see their monument in 
Sie BuriiS Ground of the G. B. Congregation at 
Hammond Hill, Chatham. 

William Tempest, their ancestor, died 15 Aug. 1761. 
There is at Mill Yard a portrait of him, in his 70th 
year, ingraved .by.B. Wilson. The original family 
portraits have been dispersed, and the mansion and 
grounds have been cut up, at Cranbrook, since I first 
visited them in 1843. W. H. B, 
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XV. 
HTMl^ POR THE SCRIPTURAL SABBATH. 



*^£em$mber the Sabbath Da^, to keep it Soly.^^ 
(^Tune, MarkSf Mekombey or Mount Zion.J 



Forget the Day op God ? Ah, no ! 

Each Seventh Day, we vow, till death, 
The world's dull vanities shall go. 

And pray'r and praise employ our breath. 

No day of Moon, or day of Sun, — 
No day that bears an idol's* name, — 

No day suggesting labor done, — 
Shall rob it of its antient fame. 

No vain pretense of Christian change, — 
No human custom, — ^human laws, — 

"With us God's order shall derange. 
Or drive us firom His holy cause. 

All time is Thine, Immortal £ing ! 

"Who shall dispute Thy righteous claim ? 
Ours be it to obey, and sing 

The awful honors of Thy name. 

W. H. Black, 1848. 

* By all the antient Records, and the Common Law 
of England, the successive days of the week are named 
thus : — 1. Dies SoliSj 2. Dies Ltmce, 3. 'Dies Martis, 
4. Dies MercvHif 5. Dies Jovis^ 6. Dies VeneriSf 
7. Dies Sabbati, The term "Sabbath" is not 
applicable, by English law, to any other day of the 
week than the Seventh, and that is yet its proper name, 
notwithstanding all the Acts of Parliament that have 
been enacted for the observance of the First Day, 
commonly called " Sunday." 
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XfU 

AGAINST 

THE BAMPTON LECTURER. 

1861 . 

(TxmBf Am down in the meadows.) 

w 

Quofh Suffolk Lane's Master, << 'T were capital 

fan, 
'' In London's Cathedral to be a great Gnn. 
«To gain sach preferment^* quite certain I &el^ 
'< That the readiest way is Dominical Zeal. 

2. 
'' The Puritan writers I'll slaughter and slash ; 
*' Their doctrines are easily prov'd to be trash : 
^'But * those simple people,^ that meet at 

** To confute, I confess, is tremendously hard. 

3. 
''Then rU try to dispatch them at once, 

being few, 
"By pretending their Teacher ^ that Black, is 

a Jew, 
* ' "With help of old Thomdike, and some little tact, 
"I'll tread out their ashes, with this ^curious f act. ^ *' 

4. 
BesolVd on his purpose, he comes out in print ; 
Is a Ca/non install'd, and has gold £rom the Mint. 
But now for the moral ! — ^Behold the Gun fire! 
There's a volume ofsmoke^ and its Author a 1 . 

HAKE DDfr. 

11 March, 1861. 

• "And 80 I got preferment." — The Vicar of Bray, 
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PLAIN REASONS 

FOE 

THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE 

OF THE 

SEVENTH-BAY' SAB BATR, 

(COMMONLY CALLED "SATURDAY,") 

AS PEKPETUALLT BIin)ING TJPON ALL CHEI8TLLN8. 



Published ^' for promoting tJte Came of Truth'^ by the 

awtient Sabhatli-keeping CoTiffregation, in Mill Yard, 

GoodiMLiCs fields. 



" Bemember the Sabbath-Day, to keep it holy.' 
(Ezodos zx. 8.) 



LONDON : 

Sold by D. A. Withers, Post Office, 67, Leman Street, 
Whitechapel. I^ice One Pennt/. 

1870. 
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To THE Reader. 



To OORBECT the misrepresentations and misapprehen- 
sions which have lately been made and entertained, 
respecting the Mill Yard Congregation, this Tract, 
(firat published in 1838, and afterward reprinted in 
America,) is now revised and reissued, both in this 
separate form, and also as part of the " Mill I'ard 
Ihiblications, No. IL" for the declaration of Truths 
and for the maintenance of our RightSt against the 
cunning and power of our numerous and malicious 
enemies. 

Though few, we need not to be ashamed of singu- 
larity in the conscientious discharge of our religious 
duties ; having learned from the Gospel that " Wide 
*' is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
*• destruction ; and many axe they who go in thereat ; 
*' because strait is the gate, and narrow the way, that 
" leadeth unto life, and few are they who find it. For, 
"where two or three are gathered together in my 
" name, there am I in the midst of them." — (Matt. vii. 
13—14 ; xviii. 20.) 

Beside the Fourth Commandment, and other 
texts quoted in this Tract, the following scriptural 
rules and examples principally regulate our observance 
of the Sabbath, and our public use of the House of 
Prayer :— Lev. xxiii. 3, 32. Isa. Iviii. 13 — 14. Ezek. 
xlvi. 1. Acts xiii. 14, 16 ; xvii. 1 — 3 ; xxviii. 23. 
Rom. vi. 1—6. 1 Cor. xi. 1 — 34 ; xiv. 1—40. 1 Tim. 
ii. 1—6. Heb. vi. 1—3. James ii. 1—12. The reader 
is requested to consult these passages. 

The doors are open, at Mill Yard, for public 
worship, every Sabbath (Saturdays) from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and from 3 to 6 p.m. At noon, is delivered a 
series of Discourses on the Harmony of the Gospels ; 
and in the afternoon, a series of *• Lectures in System- 
atic Theology," to which Biblical students, and all 
lovers of learning and piety, ^.re especially invited. 
All seats are free : no collections are made. 

W. H. BLACK, F.S.A. 

15, JUill Yard, Elder, &c. 

London (E)^ 
9 March, 1870. 
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PLAIN REASONS 

FOB 

lEBPM HOLY THE SEVENTH BAY OF THE WEEK, 
(COMMONIT CAUED "BATTIEDAT,") 

AS THE 

TRUE AND ONLY CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 



(REVISED EBITION.) 



^^AU that THE LoM) hath spohn, we mil do*'* 
(Exodus xix. 8.) 



The sabbatic observance of the First Day of the 
"Week hath neither the authority of a divine com- 
mand, nor the example of the primitive Christians. 
Let us, therefore, look at the other side of the 
question, and consider the claims of the Seventh 
Day. Eor, either the First Day hath been divinely 
substituted for the Seventh, or it hath not ; and, 
if not, then either the Sabbath is utterly abolished, 
or its original institution is in full force. The 
following reasons are submitted to the considera- 

Bl 



«<wisi«aw TiBr cnapter, oF- 



4 PLAIN SEASONS FOB KEEPING 

tion of candid and diligent inquirers, in support 
of the last of these positions, namely. That the 
Sabbath of the Seventh Day remaimth yet infuU 
force, as a divine institution. 

I. Because the Seventh-Day-Sabbath was insti- 
tuted by God, immediately after the Creation of 
Man, as a perpetual memorial of that wonderful 
work, and of His own resting from it; and be- 
cause there is yet as much need for Man to 
remember and contemplate God's works, and to 
enjoy a weekly rest, as ever there was. 

IT. Because there is nothing temporary in the 
nature of this institution : for the Seventh-Day- 
Sabbath was blessed by God, as were all the 
works that he had made; it was moreover 
" sanctified," or set apart as a holy day, for the 
weekly service of God, in all generations of Man. 
(Gen. ii, 1 — 3 ; Psalm xcii., and/xix. 152, 160.) 

III. Because the Seventh-Day- Sabbath was the 
first divine institution given to Man ; it preceded 
even the command on which depended his stand- 
ing in a state of innocence, or falling therefrom ; it 
was not affected by his expulsion from Paradise ; 
and there doth not appear any authority, reason, or 
necessity for its discontinuance, under any human 
circumstances or conditions. 
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HOLT THE SEVEH^TH DAY. 6 

IV. Because this first divine institution differs, 
in its design, from the next that is recorded 
in sacred writ : for if (as is commonly supposed) 
sacrifices were ordained in consequence of sin, had 
respect unto Man's future redemption, and were 
abolished when that was accomplished ; yet there 
is nothing in the institution of the Sabbath, that 
gives probable ground for believing that any sub- 
sequent event, whether relating to Man's salvation 
or not, should interfere with its lasting obligation,' 
or work a change in it. 

Y. Because the Seventh-Day-Sabbath was sig- 
nalized by a continual miracle, when the Israelites 
were fed with manna in the wilderness ; and was 
sanctioned by positive commands from God on that 
occasion, lefcre the gwing of the Law from the 
mountain, and therefore had not its origin in that 
Law. 

YI. Because this divine institution was made a 
fecial part of the Moral Law, pronounced by God 
at Mount Sinai ; wherein it is set forth at greater 
length than any other precept, is commanded to 
be remembered as a thing already known and 
understood, and the reason of its original establish- 
ment is thus expressly repeated: — "Por in six 
days THE LoBD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

b2 
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6 PLAIN BEASOVB VOL KOSSTNOt 

and all that in thent is, and rested on the Seventh 
Bay: wlmefine the Load blessed the Sabbath Boffy 
and hallowed it." (Exod. xx. 8—11.) 

VLL. Because the Sabbath, being the onh/ positive 
institution contained in the Moral Law; all the 
other commandments (excepting the fifth) being 
negative and prohibitory; therefore the positive 
observation of the Seventh Bay of the "Week^ 
distinctly from all other days, hath obtained by 
that Law the same sanction as the commandments^ 
which forbid idolatry, murder, or any other 
crime. 

YIII. Because, if the Seventh-Day-Sabbath 
is thus an inseparable part of the Moral Law, 
it hath an universal and perpetual obligation 
on mankind; and is distinguished from all 
other divine institutions which were of a na- 
tional or transient nature: for neither circum- 
cision, nor sacrifice, nor any other rite, found a 
place in the Moral Law, but belonged to the 
Ceremonial Law, which might or might not have 
been of a limited nature. 

IX. Because, under the penalty of death, Grod 
hath required that "the Children of Israel shall 
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath through- 
out their generations, for a perpetual covenani^^ 
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HOLY THE SEVENTH DA.T. 7 

saying, ^^ It is a sign between me and the Children 
of Israel for every (Exod. xxxi. 16, 17.) Nqw, 
although a special reason for their keeping the 
Sabbath of the Seventh Day was added, in the 
rehearsal of the Lavr by Moses, which applies 
to the IsraeHtish people alone: yet it is un- 
reasonable to suppose that Israelites, (whether 
Christians or not,) should be divinely required 
perpetually to observe one day of the week as the 
Sabbath; and that Gentile Christians should be 
divinely required to keep another and different 
day of the week for the same purpose ; when the 
Divine Law expressly declares that "One Law 
and one manner shall be for you, and for the 
stranger that sojourneth with you." (Num. xv. 
16, 29.) 

X. Because the writings of the Prophets con- 
tain solemn declarations of God's blessing on those 
who keep holy the Seventh-Day-Sabbath, and of 
his displeasure against those who profane it. 
(See especially Isa. Ivi. 1 — 7, and Iviii. 13, 14; 
also Jer. xvii. 19 — 27.) 

XI. Because the obligation of the Moral Law 
was expounded in its largest extent by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and declared to be of perpetual 
duration; (Matt. v. 17 — 20;) and because he 
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always kept holy the Sabhath of the Seventh Day, 
in this (doubtlessly) "leaving us an example, that 
we might follow his steps." (1 Pet. ii. 21.) 

XII. Because, although Jesus rebuked and 
relaxed the ceremonious rigor, with which the 
Pharisees outwardly observed the holy rest of the 
Sabbath, teaching, both by his example and by his 
precept, that works of necessity and mercy might 
be done on the Sabbath ; and though he declared 
himself to be " Lord of the Sabbath ;" yet there 
is not recorded one word of his about any such 
change thereof, as the advocates of the First 
Day allege that he made : on the contrary, 
he taught that "The Sabbath was made for 
Man." (Mark ii. 27, 28.) 

XIII. Because th^ holy women, who had 
attended Jesus at his death and burial, are ex- 
pressly said to have "rested on the Sabbath Day 
according to the commandment,^^ (Luke xxiii. 56 ;) 
and because, though the Gospel proceeds imme- 
diately to record the resurrection of Jesus as 
having taken place before daylight of the First Day 
of the Week, neither there nor elsewhere is one 
word said about a change of the weekly Sabbath, 
or about the observance of the First Day of the 
"Week, either as a Sabbath or otherwise. 
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XIV. Because the Apostles of our Lord con- 
stantly kept the Seventh-Bay- Sabhath^ there being 
abundant evidence thereof in the Acts of the 
Apostles ; and it is declared of Paul, as it was also 
of Jesus, that, "as his manner was," he went 
into the Synagogue (wheresoever he found one) 
on the Sabbath Day. (Compare Luke iv. 16, with 
Acts xvii. 2.) 

XV. Because Jesus, foretelling the destruction 
of Jerusalem, warned his disciples to pray that 
their flight thence might be ** not in the 
winter, nor on the Sabbath," (Matt. xxiv. 
20;) and, as that event happened forty years 
after his prediction, it appears that the same 
weekly Sabbath was then to be observed by his 
disciples, and that he foresaw and provided for 
its future religious observation. 

XVI. Because there is none other day of the 
week called by the name of " Sabbath," in all the 
holy scriptures, than the Seventh Bay alone ; and 
because, when "the Pirst Day of the Week" is 
mentioned in the Christian Scriptures, it is 
always clearly distinguished from "the Sabbath." 

XVII. Because, when God had carefully com- 
mitted His Law to writing, had repeated His pre- 
cepts throughout the books of the Prophets, and 
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had left many testimonies and examples of the 
Seventh-Day-Sabbath on His sacred Becords; it is 
most nnreasonable to suppose that He wonld have 
repealed or changed one single article thereof, with- 
out recording such repeal or change among the 
words of our Lord Jesus, or in the writings of hia 
Apostles. 

XYIII. Because the observance of the Moral 
Law, (without any exception from it,) is ex- 
pressly injoined in the writings of the Apostles ; and 
one of them says that ** Whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all," quoting at the same time the sixth and 
seventh commandments. (See Bom. xiii. 9 ; 
1 Cor. vii. 19; Gal. v. 14; Eph. vi. 2, 3; 1 John 
V. 2, 3 ; and James ii. 8 — 11.) 

XIX. Because the religious observance of th& 
Seventh Da/y of the Week, as the Sdbhath, was eon~ 
sta/ntly practised hy the primitive Christians^ for 
three or four hundred years at least ; and because, 
though it gradually fell into disuse, the neglect of 
the Sabbath was caused only by those corruptions 
of Christianity, which at length grew up into such, 
idolatry, that the second commandment was ia 
form, and the fourth was in effect, abolished in 
ignorant and superstitious times. 
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XX, Becaase, although modem advocates for 
the observance of the First Day have pretended to 
prove that it was a genuine substitute for the 
antient Sabbath, by testimonies of the veneration 
in which primitive Christians held the supposed 
day of our Lord's resurrection ; yet they have (for 
the most part) suppressed those other important 
testimonies, which early Christian writings con- 
tain, and from which it is certain, that the sah- 
hatie observance of the Seventh Day was, for some 
centuries, concurrent with a religious observance of 
the First Day of the Week 

XXI. Because, when Constantino the Great 
issued an imperial edict for the observance of 
the First Day of the Week as a public festival, 
" the Day of the Sun " is therein expressly dis- 
tinguished from ^^the Sabbath" which, by the same 
edict, he commanded to be publicly observed likewise. 
(Eusebius, Life of Constantine.) 

XXn. Because it was through the observance 
of numerous anniversaries of saints and martyrs, 
and of many other fasts and feasts (with which 
the primitive Ecclesiastical Calendar was incum- 
bered and overwhelmed), that the weekly observ- 
ance of the Seventh-Day-Sabbath went out of use; 
and not (in fact) by any command of Jesus or his 
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Apostles, nor by the express authority of any 
Emperor, Pontiff, or Council : for it was kept as 
a fast, among European Christians, for ages after 
it had lost other tokens of a holy day. 

XXTTL Because, notwithstanding that some 
Christians have suppressed the second command- 
ment of the Decalogue, yet the fourth is retained 
in all their copies; and the observance of the 
Eirst Day of the "Week is not made by those 
Christiaas to depend on the Decalogue, but is 
taught among what are called ^'ThoEive Com- 
mandments of the Church;" by the second whereof 
Boman Catholics are required " to hear mass on 
the Dominical Bays and feast-days," and by the 
third '* to abstain from flesh on the Sixth Day 
of the Week, and on tlie Sabbaths ;" and, farther, 
because the Seventh Day of the Week next before 
Easter is yet publicly celebrated by all Catholics, 
with a peculiar ritual, under the name of **The 
Great Sabbath," or "The Holy Sabbath, "otherwise 
called ** Easter-eve," as a yearly commemoration 
of the continued sanctity of the Seventh-Day- 
Sabbath 

XXTY. Because the Sabbath of the Seventh 
Day never formed a subject of controversy among . 
the early Christian converts, as circumcision and 
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the keeping of Easter did; and it was not, for 
many centuries, considered to be peculiar to the 
Jews only, as distinct from Christians, certainly 
not before the division and decay of the Boman 
Empire. 

XX Y. Because, notwithstanding innumerable 
corruptions of religion, the Seventh Day of the 
"Week hath continued to be called " the Sabbath," 
throughout Europe, both in the Greek Communion 
and in the Roman Communion, to this time. For, 
wheresoever the Latin language is used, whether 
in civil or in ecclesiastical documents, to denote 
the days of the week, the Seventh Day is called 
Dies Sabhati, "the day of the Sabbath," and the 
First Day is called Dies Dominica (the Dominical 
Day, or vulgarly but improperly the "Lord's 
Day") but is never denominated " Sabbath." 

XXYI. Secause there is none other day than 
the Seventh Day known by the name of "Sabbath," 
either in the Common Law, or in the antient Re- 
cords, or in the Statute Law, of England ; and 
because, in Parliament, the Seventh Day is still 
hept as a day of rest; and because this antient 
name of Sahhatiy or "Sabbath," is solely and 
undeviatingly applied to the Seventh Day, in the 
Journals and Orders of both Houses; the word 
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''Saturday" not being used in Parliameutaxy 
Becorda, [excepting some recently printed papers 
of thie House of Commons, wherein the word 
" Saturday " is substituted for Sahhati, (on Friday 
nights,) without any known authority for such 
change of usage.] 

XXYII. Because neither was the First Day, 
nor any other than the Seventh Bay of the "Week, 
claimed to be the Sabhath^ and to have the sanction 
of the fourth commandment, until the time of the 
Puritans, who were the first that procured the 
strict observance of Sunday, for a short period in 
England, as ''the Christian Sabbath;" and this 
modem and mistaken notion hath since prevailed, 
chiefly, among those who admit the authority of 
the Westminster Assembly's Catechism. 

XXYIII. Because it is an unanswerable 
objection, made by Jews and others, that the 
compulsory observance of the First Day of the 
"Week, as a Sabbath, is erroneously grounded 
by its advocates and promoters on a divine pre- 
cept, which commands the observance not of the 
First, but of the Seventh Day of the Week. 

XXIX. Because, if the fundamental principle 
of Protestantism be right and true, that "the 
Bible alone is the religion of Protestants," then 
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ihe Seventh Day must he the true and only Sablath 
<f Protestants.; for, unless that day of the week 
be kept by them, they have no scriptural Sabbath 
at all. 

XXX. Because inconsistency, in the applica- 
tion of general principles, is not characteristic of 
men possessing wisdom ; therefore, if the general 
principle of making the Sbly Scriptures alone the 
"Judge of Controversies'* be admitted and in- 
sisted on by Protestants in other cases, but not 
applied in the case of the Sabbath, then is the 
Protestant Beformation inconsistent with its own 
fundamental principle, incomplete, and in need of 
<5orrection. Por the venerable Wiclif, in its earliest 
dawn, said, "Wise men leave that as impertinent, 
which is not plainly expressed in Scripture." 

XXXI. Because the modem and customary 
observance of the Pirst Day of the Week, without 
any scriptural authority, in the stead of the 
Seventh, hath actually given occasion of great 
scandal to the Protestant faith ; and because such 
unscriptural observance hath enabled some contro- 
versialists to declare, that Protestants admit the 
4iuthority of human tradition in matters of religion. 

XXXII. Because the Seventh-Day-Sabbath is 
in fact observed by some of the most earnest 
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Protestants: for, both at the breaking out of 
the Eeformation in Germany, and when reli- 
gions freedom was extended in the seventeenth 
century in England, the neglect of the true 
Sabbath was quickly discovered, and a farther 
Eeformation was attempted as a necessary con- 
sequence of the free use of the Bible, in ike 
revived observation of the Seventh - Day - Sab- 
bath by the Seventh- Day -Baptuts, on purely 
scriptural grounds; whereby they have set an 
example of Christian obedience, continuing to 
''keep the commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus," to the present time. (Rev. xiv. 12.) 

W. H. BLACK. 
Oxford, 12 Augmty 1838. 



" Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of 
man that layeth hold on it : that keepeth the Sabbath 
from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doincr any 
evil." (I8a.lvi.2.) 

"And it shall come to pass that, from one New- 
moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, 
shall all flesh come to worship before Me, saith the 
LoED." (Isa. Ixvi. 23.) 

" But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the com- 
mandments." (Matt. xix. 17.) 

" Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city." (Rev. xxii. 14.) 

Mill Yard, January, 1870. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



/ 



/Ch. VIII.— Daniers vision of the r^ 
Eng8 of Media and Persia, and the other | 
^ four kingdoms, toward the cardinal point 

/ should give the sanctuary to be trodden xi\ 

hut literally so many " evening-momio j 
evidently the time in which Antiochus Elj 
145 to 148 of the Era of Contracts ; (see j 
^, § 4, and 7, § 6.) « b. c. 168 to 165. I 
Ch. IX. — Daniel's contemplation of ] 
prayer, the angel GahricX's visit, and info] 
of captivity; 70 years of liberty; and 7o 
(Darius III.) should be cut off, without si 
prince should *' destroy the city and saacfj 
the covenant " for one week," «. e, a sabbj 
** half a week" should "cause the sacnfie^ 
mentioned. Dated in 1 ** of Darius, son ofi 
^ If so, then about 67 of the 70 years of caj 

ri Ch. X. XI. XII. — Daniers mourning 

* , " weeks of days " as in margin,) but litera 

j 70 years of captivity ; his vision, and visil 

j what was ** noted in the scripture of tri 

; former visions : compare vii, 1, xii. 4, 9. 

I by the Canon, must be the Chaldean year ; 

' In Ch. xi. 1, '* the first year of Darii 

538, by the Canon. This chapter foretell 
Cyrus, Cambyses, and Darius I., for 9 + 6 
! and should invade Javan, or the Greeks 

"mighty King" whose kingdom should 
evidently Alexander the Great. " The K 
' successors. Kings of Egypt ; and " the Ki 

his successors. Kings of Syria. One of 1 
should " pollute the sanctuary," should ** 
tion that maketh desolate" therein, xi. 3 

concludes the chapter, of which see 2 M 
^,,iuc,»wu-^iiw^f^»x. woo pittotioiui^ uegun oy 



and goat ; with explanation, that the one denoted the 
> King of Javan or Greece; the latter to be succeeded by 
and the little horn of the goat to be a fierce king, who 
3r foot, not "2300 days," (as falsely translated in E.Y.) 
sacrifices, s: 1150 days, = 3 years, 55 days, l^his is 
banes interfered with the temple-worship, in the years 
face. iv. 52, 59, 2 Mace. x. 5, and Josephns, Antiq. xii. 

B period of ** 70 years' desolations of Jerusalem;" his 
ation of the exact times to be fulfilled, viz. 70 years 

60 + 2 = 132 years of rebuilding ; thus the anointed 
Deeding posterity ; and the people of the then coming 
try." That people (the Greeks) should however confirm 
Lcal period of 7 years under Alexander the Great ; and 
md oblation to cease," i, e. the 3 years, 55 days, before- 
hasuerus,"King of the Chaldeans, = 1 Cyri?=A.D. 538? 
Lvity had expired. 

md abstinence ; not ''three full weeks" (as E. Y., nor 
y thrice 70 days, as if in preparation for the close of the 
from an angel sent to explain to him the meaning of 
h," i, e, Daniel's own book, in which "he wrote" his 
dl this is dated in 3 "of Cyrus King of Persia," which, 
2, = 69th year of captivity, «= b.o. 636. 
the Mede " is mentioned ; which, if = 1 Cyri, is « b.c. 

" yet three Kings in Persia," who by the Canon were 
+ 36 = 53 years. " The fourth " should be mistier, 
namely Xerxes, b.c. 486 — 465, by the Canon. The 
)e broken, and divided toward the four wiids, was 
ig of the South " evidently signifies Ptolemy and his 
g of the North " in like manner signifies Seleuous and 
le latter, Antiochus Epi^hanes, is clearly the king that 

ike away the daily sacrifice," and " place the abomina- 
ring viii. 11 — 15, xii. 11.. His miserable death 
—28, where th e event is placed in or ahmif. fha 



k 



; and to his father (43 and 21) must be tra 

, + 70 years will end in (583 — 140=) ba 

I date of the mission of JNfehemiah ; and his fl 

! in B.C. 31 1, the first year of the Era of Co 

\ Alexander and his sucessors, came to an et 

was established. 

j. CONCLUDIIS 

Usiag the same date " B.C. 582 " for 

explanation of the difficult prophetic tern; 

submitted as a probable solution. Denol 

I of solar years : then :r + 2 a: + ^ z= 3 J^ ^ 

, B.C. 313 (the last year preceding the Era 

death of Antiochus Epiphanes, with whic 

the Asmonean Princes in Judea. For, 61 

There now remain the numbers of " 

to mean so many years ; if so, there is nol 

of them, which leads into distantly futun 

become intelligible enough ; and may be k 

^ 1290 + 1335 = 2625 days, = 7 yea 

" From the time that the daily sacril 

\ ^^P- =1150 days,) "and the abominatioi 

> Vrniuj' >^MP«. ^^.^j^ 25 Caaleu, i^i thQ H5th year. Add 

! 29, + Sebat 30 + Adar 5, = 2555 + 70 

ow/y, to the Era of the latest Jewish festi 

y?^' Nicanor was slain, and his head and arm 

\ wanting may be supplied, by so many sp€ 

year of this period ; and so the last prophi 

closed and sealed, lead precisely to one of 

history, which took place in the 15l8t yci 

XV. ;) and therefore no part of those numl 

The year of the defilement of the Te 

the Western Kingdom of the Greeks, 

universal empire was practically be^ 



ed in the Canon; and then Gabriel's period of 70 
(, certainly by all acconnts z= 20 Artaxerxis I., th& 
p period of 70 + 60 + 2 years will end (443— 132z=> 
ts, when finally the Persian empire^ in the person of 
3 in my former paper,) and the Kingdom of the North 

ffAPTER EXPLAIISTED. 

jbuch. and the true beginning of the captivity , a new 
me," in oh. xii. 7, may be found, which is humbly 
. time " by the letter a:, and assume it to be a century 
350 years; and 583—70 (captivity) = 513, — 200 = 
Contracts,) and 313 — 150 = B.C. 163, the miserable 
xi. ends, and the establishment of the government of 
J50 = 163. 

," in ch. xii., which have been commonly considered 
to determine the truth of any conjectural explanation 
?. But, if treated merely as so many days^ they 
ined in the following manner : — 
d days. 

hiall be taken away " (which, to its restoration, was 
b maketh desolate set up," the time must be reckoned 
years an(i'70 days, (365 x 7, + Casleu 6, + Tebeth 
2625 days,") the period extends within eight days 
.8 Adar, **the day before Mardpcheus day," when 
brought in triumph to Jerusalem. The " eight days " 
L the original festival of Dedication, in the middle 
lumbers, that were recorded before Daniel's Book was 
most famous and important event» in post-biblical 
Contracts, =b.c. 161 ; (see 1 Mace, vii., and 2 Mace. 
3xtends into Christian time. 

', B.C. 168, is also remarkable as the termination of 
•ng of Macedonia was defeated, and iih^ fourth 
3, who soon after swallowed un the KiijsrdomgQQQle 

igitize y ^ 
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